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RULE 1 -  GENERAL  
 

1.01 Application  

The rules set forth here govern all sanctioned tournaments. Except as noted in 

Rule 1.06, no deviations are permitted from these rules for National Tournaments. 
For all other sanctioned tournaments, certain deviations are permitted . The exce p-

tions are listed in the section of the rules to which they apply.  
 

Whenever the masculine is used, the same shall be construed as meaning the 
feminine where the context so requires.  

 
Class R and L events will run under AWSA administrative and s anctioning rules 

and must also meet the IWWF  rules governing the conduct of the Sl alom, Tricks, 

and Jumping events.  
 

Contact USA Water Ski for additional variations permissible for Class N tournaments.  
 

1.02 Tournament Classification (Also see Interpretati ons)  

Sanctioned tournaments shall be designated: Closed (limited to residents within a 
certain locality or to certain classes or groups of skiers except as limited by Rule 

3.01); Open; or Collegiate (National Collegiate Water Ski Association). All tourna -

ments are further class ified as Record Capability tournaments (Class R, L and E) in 
which World or National Records may be set; Class C -  Standard local tournaments 

in which all Ranking List Performances  may be earned; Class N (Grass Roots) , 
primarily for b eginning skiers, which allow wide varia tions from the requirements 

of the other classifications .  To Add jumping  to a Class N(Grass Roots) cla s-
sification  a minimum of a State Safety director and Regular Driver is r e-

quired .  
 

Tournament classifications may  be combined. For example, a Class R tournament 
may be run in conjunction with a Class C (or other).  

 
A skier may not ski in more than one class in the same event in the same round at one 

tournament and may not ski more than three rounds in an event at a tournament. 
(See Rule 1.09 and Rule 13)  

 

1.03 Sponsor Qualifications  

All tournaments shall have at least one USA Water Ski -affiliated club as one of 
the spon sors. In order to sponsor a tournament, one or more of the sponsoring 

affiliated clubs shall meet the following qualifications:  
 

Class R, L, and E Tournaments:  An active sponsor of a sanctioned tournament 

held during or since the prior two calendar years. In addition, the Chief Judge 
of that tournament must certify that no serious deficiencies on the  part of the 

sponsor existed, and that he would recommend sanction be granted for a 
Record Capability tournament. When a tournament is sanctioned as Record 

Capability, the special requirements of Rule 15 apply in addition to all others.  
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Regional or Nation al Tournaments:  Qualifications for hosting a Regionals or 

Nationals are the same as those for a Record Capability tournament.  
  

Class C Tournaments: An active sponsor of a water ski tournament, san c-
tioned or unsanctioned, held during or since the prior tw o calendar years. In 

addition, the Chief Judge of that tournament must certify that it was run bas i-

cally according to AWSA Rules, and that in his opinion the sponsor could pr o-
duce a satisfactory tournament.  

 
Class N  (Grass Roots)  Tournaments:  No experienc e qualifications are nece s-

sary.  
 

1.04 Executive Vice President Approval  

The approval of the Regional Executive Vice President (EVP) shall be required for 

all tou rnament classifications . 
 

1.05 Regional and National Dates  

Tournaments are held on an annual ba sis. The Regional Tournaments shall be 
held to conclude on a weekend, one  to six weeks prior to the National Tourn a-

ment, which shall be held during the second or third full week in August.  

 
1.06 Exceptions to the Rules  

Where compliance with the rules is in feasible, the Chief Judge shall, with the approval 

of a majority of the Appointed Judges, make the necessary change, inform each co n-
testant, and send a report to the Rules Committee. Where the rules are definite and 

feasible, a vote of the judges to decide  whether to enforce any provision is prohibited.  

 
1.07 Interpretation of the Rules  

Questions of interpretations of the rules should be referred to the Chairman of 

the Rules Committee when possible. In the interest of expediency, the Chairman 
may give his o wn interpretation, which shall be binding until the committee has 

been polled. This shall serve, however, only as a te mporary interpretation until 
the Chairman refers the question to the entire committee for a vote in the normal 

fashion. Such a poll shall take place as promptly and in the most practical ma n-

ner possible. Otherwise, the interpretation shall be made by a majority vote of 
the Appointed Judges, and the Chief Judge shall make a report to the Rules 

Committee concerning the question.  
 

1.08 Amendmen ts to the Rules  

The rules may be amended at any time by the Board of Directors, on its own initi a-

tive or at the recommendation of the Rules Committee. Until such time as a new 
edition of the rules is published, the current rules, as amended by the Board, r emain 

in effect. An individual may submit to the Rules Committee, prior to August 31, pr o-
posed rule changes, i ncluding new tricks, to be evaluated for the next year's rules.  
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1.09 Tournament Limitations  

Tournaments shall be sanctioned for a period of not m ore than six  consecutive 

days, e xcept where an official postponement is necessary for reasons of safety. 
Except for the Nationals, U.S. Open, and Team Trials, a tournament site or spo n-

sor shall be limited to a single tournament per day and not more than th ree 
rounds per tournament unless subsequent rounds after the third round are elim i-

nation based. See Rule 13.01(a).  
 

1.10 Rule Change Authorization  

Rule changes may be authorized for a particular tournament as follows:  

 
(a)  At the request of the Rules Commi ttee, for the purpose of trying out new 

provisions under consideration by the committee, and with the a pproval of a 
majority of the A ppointed Judges for the tournament; or  

 
(b)  At the request of the sponsoring affiliated club, and with the approval of a m a-

jority of the Appointed Judges, to conform with unusual situations, provided 
that such r equests shall be presented to the Chairman of the Rules Committee 

at least three weeks in advance of the tournament date; and he shall give his 
decision at least one w eek in advance of the tournament date ; or  

 

(c)  At the request of the sponsoring affiliated club, for purposes of experi mentation, 
promotion of spectator appeal, or other reasons, provided that such requests 

shall be presented with the request for sanction , and in any event at least  six 
weeks in advance of the tournament, to the Rules Committee, which shall a p-

prove, amend, or deny the request , and shall give its decision at least one week 
in advance of the tournament date.  

 
NOTE: It is the intention of the Rules Committee that the provisions for rule 

changes shall be used sparingly and only in the case of real merit. Tournaments 
falling under Rule 1.1 0(a) or (c) are designated by the notation ñXò in addition to 

the classification R, L, E, C, or N (e.g., Clas s RX).  
  

1.12 Tolerances  
 

In any activity involving the performance of an official where a tolerance is in -

volved, it is the official's responsibility to be as close as possible to the actual 
specification. All tolerances are to allow for human error and t he use of tole r-

ances by Officials to improve skier performance will not be tole rated.  
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1.13 Tournament Reporting   

All tournament scorebooks and boat timing data from USA WS sanctioned tou r-
naments class C and above , and scores from IWWF  sanctioned interna tio n-

al competitions to which USA Water Ski sends official  team delegations,  shall be 
submitted for inclusion in the USA WS National Ranking List.   The list will rank 

skiers based on the average of their top three tournament scores in slalom, 
tricks, jumpin g and overall unless a higher score is calculated using less than 

three tournaments and applying the appropriate penalty (see d etails below). For 
tournaments having multiple rounds only the best single round score will be ta k-

en for that tournament.  A skie r having fewer than three tourn ament scores will 
have penalties applied to the average of the scores they do have , in the respe c-

tive classes reported, and based on the table below:      

 
 Penalty  

One Class C Score  10%  
One Class E or above Score  5%  

Two Class C Scores  5%  
One Class E Score AND one Class C Score  2.5%  

 
If the skier has two or more scores, then the Ranking List Score will be the hig h-

est of the following possibilities:  
 

i.  The best single score with penalty for that one score according to the 
chart above;  

ii.  The average of the best two scores with penalty for those two scores 
according to the chart above;  

iii.  The average of the best three scores with no penalty.    

 
(See Rule 3.06 for limitations on scores below a class C)  

 
1.14 Tournament Sanction Revi ew  

Subsequent to the completion of a tournament, if information regarding the co n-

duct of the event surfaces, or the Chief Judge reports that situations were e n-
countered at the tournament, which are in violation of these rules (or rules under 

which the tou rnament was to be conducted), then the a ffected scores, events or 

the entire competition may be withheld from the ranking lists.  The intention of 
this rule is to assure that appropriate standards of conduct are maintained at 

tournaments and to assure that  only those performances conducted to the a p-
propriate standards are included in ranking lists.  

 
The procedure may be initiated by the Chief Judge of the tournament, the Pres i-

dent of AWSA, the applicable Regional EVP, the Board of Directors of AWSA, the 
Chairman of the AWSA Technical Committee or the Chairman of the AWSA Rules 

Committee.  Upon such request being initiated, both the Technical Committee 
and the Rules Committee will review the matter and with no less than two - thirds 

agreement of the members of the respective committees make a recommend a-
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tion to the President of AWSA who will then proceed in accordance with AWSA 
Bylaws.  

 
 

RULE 2 - TOURNAMENT EVENTS, ENTRY, REGISTRATION, ORDER OF CONTESTANTS  
 

2.01 Events  

The events in a tournament are Jumping, Slal om, and Tricks, with a champion 

and su cceeding places determined in each event based on highest scores. Except 
for the Boys 1 and Girls 1 divisions, which do not include the Jumping event, N a-

tional and Regional Tournaments must include all three events. Th e events to be 
scheduled at other sanctioned tournaments shall be determined by the sponso r-

ing affiliated club and shall be listed in the tournament announcement.  

 
2.02 Schedule of Events  

A schedule showing the order of the events and divisions, the date o n which they will 

occur and the starting hour for competition shall be published and made avail able 
upon request no later than two weeks prior to the start of the tournament. A sch e-

dule of starting times for individual events, if shown, shall be for the g uidance of the 
contestants only, and any deviation from the schedule shall not constitute a change.  

 

2.03 Schedule Changes  

Changes in the schedule during the tournament shall be made only for weather, w a-
ter conditions, safety or a similar reason, and not for the conve nience of any skier. A 

majority of the Appointed Judges must approve the change, and all affected conte s-
tants or their representatives shall be notified. Although schedule changes are disco u-

raged, the judges should not hesitate to make adjustm ents required for safety.  

 
2.04 Entry  

(a)  Nationals: All entries for the National Tournament (accompanied by the r e-

quired entry fees) should be received by USA Water Ski Headquarters by 5 
p.m. on Tuesday preceding the week of the Nationals. Late entries sh all be a c-

cepted, provided that the contestant pay an additional entry fee established by 
the Board of Directors, per 24 -hour period or portion thereof, after the 5 p.m. 

deadline. Late entries may be received at USA Water Ski Headquarters until 

noon of the Friday preceding the Nationals, or handed to the Chief Registrar at 
the National Tournament site until the close of registration the day before the 

scheduled start of the skier's event. The entry must only be on the Official N a-
tional Tournament Entry Form.  No other form will be accepted. It is reco m-

mended that entry forms be accompanied by proof of qualific ation.  
 

(b)  Other Tournaments:  Before the start of all tournaments, except the Natio n-
als, the entry list shall be closed. Entries later than those note d may be a l-

lowed at the option of the sponsoring affiliated club. However, no entries shall 
be accepted later than ten minutes before the event is e xpected to begin.  
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2.05 Registration  

(a)  Nationals:  All contestants must register for the National Tourname nt, either in 

person, by mail or fax, by web registration , or through a representative, 
providing all required proof of qualification and fees no later than one -half hour 

before the scheduled start of the contestant's first event. On -site registration 
must  occur within the allowable hours as listed on the entry form , 

usawaterski.org , and in The W ater Skier  magazine.  
 

(b)  Other Tournaments:  All contestants must register for the tournament, either 
in pe rson, by mail or fax, by web registration , or through a representative, 

providing all required proof of qualification and paying the entry fee. In all 
cases, registration must occur within the allowable hours as listed on the 

tournament announcement or at registration. No skier may complete his re g-

istration lat er than ten minutes before the contestantôs first event is ex-
pected to begin.  

 
(c)  In the event registration is done by mail , fax, or web registration , the co n-

testant assumes all responsibility for assuring that all proof of qualification 
and entry fees ha ve been received and recorded by the Registrar.  

 
2.06 Order of Contestants  

(a)  Nationals:  For the National Tournament, entry shall be closed as noted in 
Rule 2.04(a), and the order of contestants in each event shall be d etermined 

and posted by a Seeding Commi ttee composed of one member from each 
Region, appointed by the AWSA President. The committee shall rank the co n-

testants in each event according to ability, with the highest seeded skier 
skiing last. The committee shall be guided by performances during the year 

preceding the Nationals, and other factors at its discretion, and its decisions 
shall be final. No change in this order is permitted without the authorization 

of the Seeding Committee, except that a contestant may withdraw his name, 
in person or by pr oxy, before the event starts.  

 
(b)  Other Tournaments:  The order of contestants shall be made by random draw 

or shall be seeded before the start of the tournament. The Chief Judge shall 
designate the order of late entries pertaining to the manner in which they  

will be added to the order of contestants.  

 
Except at Regional or National Tournaments, in the interest of expediency, a 

change in the order of contestants may be allowed by a majority decision of the 
Appointed Judges. Such a change is to occur prior to t he start of the event.  

 
(c)   For any division in which skiers request a lower ramp height, these skiers 

shall be grouped together and, at seeded tournaments, shall ski prior to 
those using the standard ramp height for that division.  
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RULE 3 -  DIVISIONS OF COM PETITION AND PERFORMANCE R ANKINGS  
 

3.01 Amateur and Professional Status  

There shall be no distinction between amateurs and professionals.  

 
3.02 Age Divisions  

(a)   Competition for the three major events shall be separated into the following 
divisions as determi ned by the contestantôs age. The ñski yearò shall begin on 

the day after the conclusion of the Nationals, and shall end on the final day of 
the following Nationals. The contestantôs age on December 31  of the ski year 

shall determine his division for the en tire ski year. For example, if a skier's 
birthday within the "ski year" could result in an age division change and his 

birthday is between the day after the conclusion of Nationals and December 
31 inclusive of that "ski year", he will ski in the older divi sion, beginning the 

day after Nationals. Otherwise, he will remain in the younger division for one 
more season concluding with the end of the following N ationals.  

 

Division  Age  

Boys 1/Girls 1  9 years and under  

Boys 2/Girls 2  13  years and under  

Boys 3/Gi rls 3  17  years and under  

Men 1/Women 1  18  -  24 years inclusive  

Men 2/Women 2  25 -  34 years inclusive  

Men 3/Women 3  35 -  44 years inclusive  

Men 4/Women 4  45 -  52 years inclusive  

Men 5/Women 5  53 -  59 years inclusive  

Men 6/Women 6  60 -  64 years inclusi ve  

Men 7/Women 7  65 -  69 years inclusive  

Men 8/Women 8  70 -  74 years inclusive  

Men 9/Women 9  75 -  79 years inclusive  

Men 10/Women 10  80 ï 84 years inclusive  

Men 11/Women 11  85 and over  

Open Men/Open Women  any age  

Masters Men  35 and over  

 
For Boys 1 /Girls 1, only the Slalom and Tricks events may be scheduled, and 

over all scores will be determined from these two events. Entry in these div i-
sions is optional. Any competitor age nine or under may enter any event as 

Boys 2 or Girls 2 (including Jumping),  and may be eligible for overall in that 
division if he skis all three events in that division.  

 
For Boys 1 & 2/Girls 1 & 2, entry in these divisions is optional. Any compet i-

tor age seventeen or under may enter any event as Boys 3 or Girls 3 (inclu d-
ing Jum ping), and may be eligible for overall in that division if he skis all 

three events in that division.  
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As to qualification for Open Men , Open Women  and Masters Men divisions, see 

Rule 3.03.  
 

(b)   At the option of the sponsoring affiliated club, one or more of  the age divisions 
listed may be consolidated and/or divided into two or more groups, except as 

limited by Rule 3.01. This shall be noted in the tournament announcement.  

 
(c)   A foreign skierôs division may be listed, which would allow a foreign skier to 

ski u nder the same conditions as he skis under in his home federation. It is 
up to the skier to provide proof of membership and conditions. This would be 

a separate division, and competitors therein would not compete with USA 
Water Ski members for placement.  

 
(d)   Except at Regionals and Nationals, skiers, upon proof of eligibility to try out in 

an event for any U.S. National Team, may be allowed to compete in that 
event under IWWF  Rules and conditions. The results and conditions must be 

so noted in the scorebook an d these skiers will not compete for placement 
when condi tions are a dvantageous.  

 
3.03 Elite Division Competition  

(a)  Divisions.  There shall be two Elite Divisions of competition. The Ma s-

ters Division may be entered by any skier age 35 or greater who is 
Maste rs Qualified . The Open Division may be entered by any skier of 

any age who is Open Qualified . Entry into either Elite Division is o p-
tional.   

(b)  Qualification and Duration.   
(1)  A skier of any age shall be Open Qualified in an event (or in Ove r-

all) if their ranki ng score in any reported division for that event 
equals or exceeds the Open Cutoff ranking score for that event on 

any date within the past 12 months.  
(2)  Skiers age 35 or greater shall be Masters Qualified in an event (or 

in Overall) if their ranking score i n any reported division for that 
event equals or exceeds the Masters Cutoff ranking score for that 

event on any date within the past 12 months.  
(3)  A skier will maintain their Open or Masters qualification status for 

12 months from the last date they held a Le vel 9 ranking.  

(4)  An Elite Skier qualified by Overall Ranking may compete in the 
elite division in a single event.   

(c)  Determination of Level 9 Elite Cutoff Scores.   
(1)  WHEN: The Open and Masters Cutoff ranking scores shall be d e-

termined each day, from the distri butions of ranking scores in 
each event on that day.   

(2)  GOVERNANCE: The percentile targets for Level 9 shall be set by 
the Skier's Qualification Committee, in accordance with directives 

approved by the AWSA board.  
(3)  OPEN CUTOFF: The Open Cutoff ranking score for each event shall 

be the lowest ranking score in Level 9, of the collection of skiers in 
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that event with ranking scores in the M1, M2 and OM divisions for 
men, and the W1, W2 and OW divisions for women.  

(4)  MM CUTOFF: The Masters Cutoff rankings score shal l be the lo w est 
ranking score in Level 9, of the collection of skiers in that event 

with ranking scores in the M3, M4 and MM divisions for men.  
(5)  DUAL RANKINGS: If a particular skier has rankings in more than 

one of the divisions in either of these collecti ons for an event, that 

skier shall only be counted once for that collection, with the higher 
of those ranking scores.  

(6)  JUMP VARIATIONS: Where jumping speed and/or ramp heights 
differ between the divisions which contribute to one of these co l-

lections, suita ble adjustments (as defined by the Skiers Qualific a-
tion Committee) shall be made to those scores to put them on a 

common basis for the applicable Elite Div ision.  
 

3.04 Scheduling of Divisions  

National and Regional Tournaments must schedule all of the above  divisions.  

 
Other sanctioned tournaments may schedule any or all divisions. The divisions to be 

scheduled at such tournaments, and whether or not skiers in excluded divisions will 
be allowed to ski with a scheduled division, shall be determined by the aff iliated club 

sponso ring the tournament, and noted in the tournament announcement.  
 

3.05 Scheduled Division Events  

A scheduled division event shall be held as long as one skier is entered and regi s-

tered.  
 

3.06 Performance Ra nkings  

Within each age division,  each skier is ranked in each event and overall. The ability 

levels are 3 through 8 with 8 being the highest level.  The ran king list is continually 
updated.  

 
Scores for inclusion in the ranking list may be obtained in any sanctioned tourn a-

ment, in any of  the first three rounds (see Rule 1.02); exceptions include certain i n-
stances in elimination based competitions (see 13.02). A class N (Grass Roots)  

score may be included in the Ranking calculations if it does not e xceed  the Level 
5 Cut Off Average from th e previous Ski Year Rankings.   Those class N scores 

which ñexceedò the Level 5 Cut Off Average from the previous Ski Year Rankings, 
may be included but the score will be reduced to equal the Level 5 Cut Off Ave r-

age for the purposes of inclusion in the Rank ings calcul ations.  
 

Scores for inclusion in the ranking list cannot be obtained in a run -off of a tie.  

 
Performances accomplished at a multi - round tournament shall be credited as one 

tourn ament only.  
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RULE 4 -  TOURNAMENT QUALIFICATION REQUIREMENTS  
 

4.01 G eneral Qualifications  

(a)   Event Qualification: A skier must be qualified in each event he enters.  

 
(b)  Membership: An entrant in a sanctioned tournament must be a USA Water Ski 

member with current dues paid. Each skier must be an Active me mber for Class 
C and hig her tournaments. Guest membership is the minimum requirement for 

all other tournament classifications. This requirement shall be considered sati s-
fied if the skier pays his dues to the tournament committee before competing , 

and completes all  required USA Wa ter Ski  application and membership do c-
uments.   A member of a national water ski association affiliated with the IWWF  

shall not be required to join USA Water Ski to enter sanctioned tou rnaments, if 

his association grants similar privileges to USA Water Ski members. However, 
he must be covered by USA Water Skiôs insurance policy. 

 
(c)   Tournament Qualification: For tournament qualification, the following are valid:  

 
(1)   Water Ski Athlete Performance Record card (signed by the required off i-

cials). Performance records  issued by other IWWF -affiliated Federations 
are acceptable equivalents.  

 
(2)   Record of performance in official scorebooks of AWSA -sanctioned tou r-

naments.  
 

(3)   Current Ranking List Average as listed on the National Ranking List on 
the USA Water Ski website.  

 

4.0 2 National Tournament Qualifications  

General: A contestant in the National Tournament must have competed in the co r-
respon ding event at his Regional Tournament (see Rules 4.03 and 4.06) during the 

same year. To have competed in an event at a Regional Tourna ment means to 
have attained skiing position in each event as d efined in Rule 8.07. In addition, a 

contestant must qualify under Rules 4.02(a), 4.02(b), or 4.02(c) below and must 
be a U.S. Citizen. However, a compet itor who skis in international competition  for 

another federation shall not be eligible for placement for two years following the 
international competition.  Any skier competing in international competitions 

representing Guatemala, Costa Rica, Puerto Rico, Dominican Republic, Cuba, E c-
uador, Bolivi a, Panama,  Paraguay, Uruguay and Venezuela  with dual US citizenship 

would be exempt from rule 4.02(a) and 4.03(a) for the period of January 1, 2010  
until December 31, 2010 . A skier who enters the Open division at the Nationals in 

any event is not required to ski in his Regional Tournament.  

 
If the Appointed Judges at a Regional Tournament disqualify a skier for u n-

sportsmanlike conduct, the skier will not have met the requirement of skiing in the 
Regionals and thus would not be allowed to ski in the National s.  
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(a)  Placement Qualifications: a skier may qualify for that event or overall  in the 
National Tournament by placing 1st through 5th at the current year's R e-

gionals or previous year's Nationals.  
 

Placement includes only those scoring above zero. The above qu alifications 
from past National placements apply even if a skier changes div isions.  

 

If more than one round of competition is held at a Regional Tournament, the 
scoring must still result in a single set of qualifiers for the National Tournament.  

 
(b)  Ranking List Qualifications: a skier may qualify for the National Tournament 

in any event or overall by being ranked Level 8 at the Cut Off Date, which is 
3:00 a.m. Eastern Time on the Thursday three weeks prior to the Thursday 

immediately before the start of the National Tournament.   The rankings a v-
era ge of the last ranked skier in level 8 at that time will be considered the 

Level 8 Cut Off Average for that event and division (See Ranking List Section 
of Website for specific details).   A skier may also qualify for  Nationals after 

the Cut Off Date by increasing his Ranking List Average above the Level 8 
Cut Off Average for his respective event and division between the Cut Off 

Date and Nationals; or by attaining a score equal to or greater than the Level 
8 Cut Off Av erage for his respective event and division at the Regional Tou r-

nament or at any class E, L or R event between the Cut Off Date and the first 

day of Natio nals.   

 

(c)    Standards for Graduating Skiers  who change divisions within  the last 
12  months :  The rolling  12 month version of  the  National Ranking List will 
carry scores achieved in the prior division, into the skier's new age division, 

subject  to the fo llowing  special considerations :  

(1)  Where the new Slalom  division has a maximum speed equal to or faster  

than that of the original division --  the performance is carried into the new 
division at the same total buoy count.   

 
(2)  Where the new Slalom  division has a maximum speed  slower  than that of 

the original performance  --  the buoy count score  carried into the new di vi-
sion will be reduced by 6 buoys (10.06 (c))  

 
(3)  Where the new Jump  division has a maximum speed slower  or a max i-

mum ramp height lower  than the speed and/or ramp height of the actual 
performance accomplished in the original division  --  the performance will 

not be carried into  the rankings of the new age div ision.  

 

4.03 Regional Tournament Qualifications  

(a)  General: Each Region shall determine the required qualifications for its own 

Regional Tournament.  
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In any year,  a skier shall be qualified to enter only o ne Regional Tournament 
for placement. A skier shall ski for placement in the Region where he 

does more than half of his tournament skiing during the ten weeks 
prior to the Regional Tournament.  A skier has the option to return to his 

Region of legal resi dence to ski for plac ement.  
 

If this rule is clearly inequitable, the Regional Executive Vice Presidents of 

the affected Regions may correct the situation at the request of the skier 
prior to July 16 th immediately preceding Nationals. EVPôs from the Regions 

involved must be in agre ement.  
 

If the skier has not done more than half his skiing in the ten -week period in 
any si ngle Region, he shall ski in the Region in which he has skied most. If a 

skier is in doubt as to the Region in which he is qualified to ski,  he shall 
present all the facts to the Regional Executive Vice President in the Region in 

which he has legal residence  prior to July 16 th immediately preceding Natio n-
als and the Regional Executive Vice Presidentôs decision shall be final. If 

there is any q uestion regarding a particular skierôs Region, the Executive Vice 
President is required to rule based on the legal residence of the skier. This 

may be accomplished with a telephone directory or telephone call to the 
town in question. A skier skiing ñout of Regionò, based on the ten-week rule, 

may thereby satisfy the requirement to compete in a Regional Tourna ment 

to qualify for the National Tournament (Rule 4.02(a)), and may ski for ra t-
ings only. He may not ski for Regional placement.  

 
All entrants in a Re gional Tournament shall be U.S. citizens , unless the R e-

gion determines to allow non -US citizens (or resident aliens) to participate, 
but not for placement.   However, a competitor who skis in international comp e-

tition for another federation shall not be eli gible for placement for two years fo l-
lowing the international competition.  

 
(b)  Excuses: A skier who is unable to compete in a Regional Tournament may be 

excused from the Regional Tournament provision of Rule 4.02(a) for the fol -
lowing reasons:  

 
(1)  AWSA Repre sentatives: An individual, officially selected by the AWSA to 

represent the Association at an international competition on the same 

dates as his Regional Tournament, may be excused. This may be ex -
tended to i nclude not only athletes but judges, scorers, dr ivers, delegates, 

and other officials.  
 

In the case of minors, this may also be extended to include parents or l e-
gal guardians of same.  

 
(2)  Other Excuses: The EVP may excuse a skier from this requirement if the 

skier provides proof, at least 48 hours prior to  the start of the Regional 
Tournament, that he is confined to a full - facility hospital; is on extended 

military service; is on jury duty; is involved in an immediate family trag e-
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dy; or has suffered an injury or illness that precludes him from par -
ticipatin g. The proof provided to the EVP must be sufficient to allow the EVP 

to make a fair and objective determination regarding the skier's abil ity to 
ski at the Regional Tournament. If the skier does not provide suffi cient d o-

cumentation (e.g., hospital admitt ance form, jury duty notice, etc.) within 
the stated time frame, the skier must appear before the EVP at the Regio n-

al Tournament, prior to the skier's scheduled event, at which time the EVP 

will make a d etermination as to the skier's ability to ski in the tournament. 
The EVP may excuse a skier for reasons other than those listed above, and 

with less than 48 hours notice, under extraordinary circumstances. Any 
skier misrepresen t ing his situation to the EVP shall be precluded from skiing 

in the National Tourn ament for the current year.  
 

4.04 U.S. Open Qualifications  

The U.S. Open may be entered in any event by any skier meeting performance 

standards set by the AWSA Board of Directors for that event and pr oviding proof 
of membership in a federation recognized b y the IWWF . For detailed information 

on entry requirements, contact USA Water Ski Headqua rters.  
 

4.05 Other Tournament Qualifications  

The sponsoring affiliated club shall determine the required qualification standards 

for its tournament.  
 

4.06 Event and D ivision Limitations  

The division that a skier competes in at the Regional Tournament in any event 
shall be the division that said skier competes in, in the same event, at the N a-

tional Tournament except that a skier not currently qualified  may qualify for t he 

Open or Masters Men division  of the Nationals by meeting the requirements for 
that division at or after  the Regional Tournament.  

 
 

RULE 5 -  OVERALL AND TEAM COMPETITION  
 

5.01 Overall Qualification  

To be considered for overall standings, a contestant mus t be qualified for, e n-

tered in, and attain skiing position  in all three events, except Boys 1/Girls 1 
where overall is based on only two events and for divisions 8 and up the skier 

may use scores from ANY two events or all three events t owards the overall title.  
 

5.02 Overall Placement  

Places in the overall championship shall be determined by adding each conte s-

tantôs overall points in the three events (except Boys 1/Girls 1, as noted above).  
 

Each division's overall shall be limited to those skiers entering  only that division's 
events.  
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5.03 Overall Scoring  
 

(a)  In scoring for overall positions within each division, each competitor shall r e-

ceive a NOPS (Normalized Overall Performance Score) for each event, calc u-
lated from his performance in that event, relative to standards for that 

specific division and event, using a smooth curved mathematical fit to those 
standards.  

 
(1)  The standards for each division and event shall be set annually by the 

Skierôs Qualification Committee, based on the distribution of scores for the 
skiers in that particular division and event, over the preceding 12 month 

period.  
 

(2)  The smooth curved function for each division and event shall be formulated 
such that:  

 
a.  In slalom and tricks, a raw event score of zero will produce a NOPS 

score of zero.  
 

b.  In jumping, a raw event score of less than 15% of the National 
Record Jump Score for that division will produce a NOPS score of 

zero.  
 

c.  A raw event score that equals the Median (50 th  percentile ranking) 
score for that division and event shall receive a NOP S score of ex-

actly  500 points.  
 

d.  A raw event score that equals the National Record score for that 

division and event shall receive a NOPS score of exactly  1500 

points.  
 

e.  The smooth curved function for each division and event shall be 

based on the ratio of th e skierôs raw performance score in that di-
vision and event, divided by the standard score for that division 

and event, with that ratio raised to a specified power.  The spec i-

fied power values for each div ision and event shall be computed to 
best fit provis ions a -d above.  

 
(3)  The Skierôs Qualification Committee shall annually publish a table of the 

NOPS standards, and the associated computational formulas and power 

factors, for each division and event for the next ski year.  

 
(b)  1,000 Point Overall Standard: Fo r other than the National and Regional Tour -

naments, the following overall scoring may be used. At the o ption of the spon -
soring affiliated club, the highest scoring three -event skier (or the highest 

scoring team -affiliated skier, if the tournament i nclude s team competition) in 
each event shall be awarded 1,000 points for overall. If this option is used, it 

shall be noted in the tournament announcement. Each remaining contestant in 
the Slalom and Tricks events shall receive points in the proportion that his  

score bears to the winnerôs score. For example, a trick skier receiving a total 
of 1,130 points compared with the winnerôs 2,560 would be entitled to 
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(1,130/2,560) x 1,000, or 441 points toward overall. Each remaining contest -
ant in the Jumping event shal l receive points in the proportion that the square 

of his score bears to the square of the winnerôs score. For example, a jumper 
recei ving a total of 130 points compared with the winnerôs 150 would be enti-

tled to [ (130 x 130)/(150 x 150)] x 1,000, or 751 points toward overall.  
 

 

All three performances for an overall score  shall be achieved in the same div i-
sion  and  must be performed in the same round of a multi - round tournament (i.e., 

first time skied in a divis ion  per event = Round #1, second time skied in  a div i-
sion  per event = Round #2, etc.).  

 
Run-offs of ties are used solely to determine placement in an event and are not 

used for any  other purpose such as scoring overall, setting records or  inclusion in 
ranking list.  

 
5.04  Team Scoring  

  

(a)  In team com petition, the overall points of each competing team member shall be 
totaled to obtain the team score. Alternatively, if the teams are not of appro x-

imately equal size, the number of overall scores credited to each team in each 
event may be limited (with the  highest such scores being counted), or overall 

points earned below a specified placement in each event may be excluded.  
 

(b)  Any sanctioned tournament may include team competition. The tournament a n-
nouncement must specify the team membership qualification s and, if appli cable, 

any score eligibility limitations to be imposed in accordance with Rule 5.04(a).  
 

(c)  In the National Tournament, the team championship shall be awarded to the 
regional team scoring the most team points. Each regional team shall be 

credited with the highest seven NOPS scores produced by any of its skiers in 
each of the three events. A skier in the National Tourn ament must ski for the 

region in which he qualified under Rule 4.03.  

 
RULE 6 -  OFFICIALS  

 
6.01 National Tournament  

(a)   The Chie f Judge, Assistant Chief Judge s,  and the Qualif ications Judge shall be 

three -event  Senior Judges appointed by the AWSA President.  

 
(b)   Other Appointed Judges ( two  from each region) shall be three -event  Senior 

Judges appointed by the Regional Executive Vice Pr esident with approval of 
the Regional Council.  

 
(c)   Event judges shall be chosen by the Chief Judge from among the Appointed 

Judges. When the Appointed Judges are not available as event judges, the 
Chief Judge may choose other Senior or Regular Judges as even t judges. In 

all events, the majority of the event judges must be S enior Judges.  
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(d)   The Chief Boat Driver shall be a  three -event Senior Driver appointed by the 

AWSA President.  
 

(e)   Boat Drivers ( two from each region) shall be three -event  Senior Boat Dri v-
ers ap pointed by the Regional Executive Vice President with the approval of 

the Regional Council. Additional drivers shall be chosen by the AWSA Pres i-

dent at his dis cretion from alternate drivers proposed by the Executive Vice 
Presidents.  

 
(f)   The Chief Scorer sha ll be a three -event  Senior Scorer appointed by the A W-

SA President. Assistant Chief Scorers with a three -event  Senior Scorerôs rat-
ing may also be appointed.  

 
(g)   Scorers ( two  from each Region) shall be three -event  Senior Scorers a p-

pointed by the Regional Execu tive Vice President with the approval of the 
Regional Council. Event scorers shall be chosen by the Chief Scorer from the 

Appointed Scorers. When the Appointed Scorers are not available as event 
scorers, the Chief Scorer may choose other Senior Scorers or Regular Sco r-

ers as event sco rers, with the approval of the Chief Judge.  
 

(h)   The Chief Safety Director shall be a National Safety D irector appointed by the 

AWSA President. Assistant Chief Safety Director s with a National or Regional 
Safety Director rating may  be appointed by the AWSA President. Other saf e-

ty personnel, with a minimum rating of State Safety Director, may be chosen 
by the Chief Safety Director.  

 
(i)   The Chief Technical Controller shall be appointed by the AWSA President. A s-

sistant Chief Technical Co ntrollers  may also be a ppointed.  
 

6.02 Regional Tournaments  

(a)   The Chief Judge shall be a three -event  Senior Judge appointed by the R e-

gional Executive Vice President with approval of the Regional Council. Assi s-
tant Chief Judge s with a three -event  Senior or R egular Judge rating may also 

be appointed.  
 

(b)   Five three -event  Appointed Judges (Senior or Regular) shall be appointed by 
the Regional Executive Vice President with the approval of the Regional 

Council.  
 

(c)   Event judges shall be chosen by the Chief Judge from  among the Appointed 
Judges or other Senior or Regular Judges in attendance at the tou rnament.  

 

(d)   The Chief Boat Driver shall be a three -event  Senior Driver appointed by the 
Regional Executive Vice President with the approval of the Regional Council. 

Assist ants with three -event  Senior or Regular Driverôs ratings may also be 
appointed. Event Drivers shall be chosen by the Chief Boat Driver from the 
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Appointed Drivers, or other Senior or Regular Drivers, subject to the appro v-
al of the Chief Judge.  

 
(e)   The Chief S corer shall be a three -event  Senior Scorer appointed by the R e-

gional Executive Vice President with the approval of the Regional Council. 
Assistant Chief Scorer s with a three -event  Senior or Regular Scorerôs rating 

may also be appointed. Other scorers, with  a Senior or Regular Scorerôs rat-

ing, may be selected by the Chief Scorer from those in attendance at the 
tournament, with the approval of the Chief Judge. Where there is a shortage 

of Regular and Senior Scorers, an Assistant Scorer may work under the s u-
pervision of a Senior or Regular Scorer.  

 
(f)   The Chief Safety Director shall be a Regional Safety Director appointed by the 

Regional Executive Vice President with the approval of the Regional Council. 
Assistant Chief Safety Director s, with a minimum rating of Regional Safety D i-

rector, may also be appointed. Other safety perso nnel, with a minimum rating 
of State Safety Dire ctor, may be chosen by the Chief Safety Director.  

 
(g)   The Chief Technical Controller shall be appointed by the Regional Executive 

Vice Presiden t with the approval of the Regional Council. Assistant Chief 
Technical Co ntrollers  may also be appointed.  

 

6.03 Other Tournaments  

(a)   A Chief Judge and at least two other judges (all Senior or Regular in the 
events being held) shall be appointed by the sponso ring affiliated club with the 

approval of the Regional Executive Vice President. An Assistant Chief Judge, 
holding not less than an Assistant Judgeôs rating, may also be appointed. 

 

(b)   The event judges shall be chosen by the Chief Judge from among the A p-
poin ted Judges or other judges in attendance at the tournament holding not 

less than an Assistant Judgeôs rating or a judgeôs rating from a federation af-
filiated with the IWWF . It is recommended that, insofar as practical, the 

Chief Judge select event judges f rom among the most capable judges avail a-
ble.  

 
(c)   A Chief Boat Driver (with Senior or Regular rating) shall, and the necessary 

assistants may, be appointed by the sponsoring club with the a pproval of the 
Regional Executive Vice President.  

 
Event drivers shall  be chosen by the Chief Boat Driver from the Appointed 

Drivers, or other Senior, Regular, or Assistant Drivers available, subject to 
the approval of the Chief Judge. It is recommended that the Chief Boat Dri v-

er select event drivers from the most capable dr ivers avai lable.  

 
In areas where no Senior or Regular Drivers are available, the sponsoring 

club of a Class C tournament or below may appoint Assistant Drivers as 
event drivers (with the approval of the Regional  Executive Vice President), in 

which case the  Chief Judge will assume the duties of the Chief Boat Driver.  
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(d)   A Chief Scorer (with Senior or Regular rating) shall be appointed by the spo n-

soring affiliated club with the approval of the Regional Executive Vice President.  
 

In areas where no Senior or Reg ular Scorers are available, the sponsoring 
club of a Class C tournament may appoint an Assistant Scorer as Chief Sco r-

er (with the approval of the Regional Executive Vice President), under the 

supervision of the Chief Judge.  
 

Event Scorers shall be selected  by the Chief Scorer from other scorers in a t-
tendance at the tournament subject to the approval of the Chief Judge.  

 
(e)   At Class C tournaments, the chief officials shall preferably be separate officials.  

 
(f)   A Class N  (Grass Roots)  tournament may be limited to  an Assistant Judge, 

an Assistant Driver, and a State Safety Director. To Add jumping  to a 
Class N(Grass Roots) classification  a minimum of a State Safety d i-

rector and Regular Driver is r equired .  
 

(g)   A Chief Safety Director, with a minimum rating of State S afety Director, shall 
be appointed by the sponsoring affiliated club with the approval of the R e-

gional Executive Vice President. An Assistant Chief Safety Director may also 

be appointed. The Assistant Chief Safety Director and other safety personnel 
may be  aspiring State Safety Directors.  

 
(h)   For Record Capability tournaments, a Technical Controller shall be appointed 

by the sponsoring affiliated club with the approval of the Regional Executive 
Vice President. For all computer operations involving video jump distance 

measurement or frame count trick timing, a rated Technical Controller shall 
be considered fully qualified as an appropriately rated judge.   

 
6.04 Secondary Personnel  

Personnel to fill secondary positions shall be selected by the Chief Judge from 
other rated judges or USA Water Ski insured members who desire training in 

tournament work.  
 

6.05 Disagreement  

In any disagreement among judges, the majority rules, and all issues should be 

settled before the next contestant starts.  
 

6.06 Inspection of Form s  

The scoring of each judge shall be made available for inspection as soon as pos s-

ible, but not later than the end of the tournament.  
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6.07 Separation of Judges  

Judges shall be separated to ensure completely independent opinions. Where it is 

not feasible for judges to be separated, judgesô positions shall be designated by 
the Chief Judge.  

 
6.08 Changes in Scoring Forms (Also see Interpretations)  

Any changes in scoring forms must be approved by the Chief Judge once the r e-
sults of that event have been posted . A judge may not change his scoring form 

more than 30 minutes after the results of the event are posted.  
 

6.09 Changing Officials  

At the discretion of the Chief Judge, any or all officials may be changed during a 

large Slalom or Jumping event. The event m ay be divided into groups to acco m-
modate officials changing, although no such group shall have fewer than 15 

skiers. Under exceptional ci rcumstances, the Chief Judge may change any official 
at any point during an event.  

 
With the approval of the Appointed Judges, two boats and boat crews may be 

used in the same event in an alternating manner. Alternating manner  shall mean 
the next available towboat will be used for each successive skier. See Rules 

8.02(d), (e) and (f).  
 

6.10 Defining ñJudgeò  

The term "Judg e" refers to an AWSA -rated Senior, Regular or Assistant Judge, 

IWWF  Class 1, 2 or 3 Judge or any Pan American equivalent. Other fe derations' 
or regions' judgesô ratings are equated to those of AWSA for use in assigning 

tournament personnel as follows:  
 

AWSA-rated Senior Judge -  EAME Class 1/Canadian Levels 3  and 4  
AWSA-rated Regular Judge -  EAME Class 2/Canadian Level 2  

AWSA-rated Assistant Judge -  EAME Class 3/Canadian Levels 1  
 

Note:  EAME = Europe, Africa and Middle East  
 

6.11 Judge/Scorer Emeritus (Also  see Interpretations)  

A Senior Judge Emeritus or Senior Scorer Emeritus may officiate in any tourn a-

ment up to and including Class C  and as an assistant judge in a Class E . 
 

6.12 Multi - Round Tournaments  

Officiating duties accomplished at a multi - round tourn ament shall be credited as 

one tournament only.  
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6.13 Chief and Appointed Officials  

Chief and appointed officials for any tournament shall hold the required rating 

level for all events that are scheduled in that tournament, and these officials shall 
remai n available on the site throughout the entire tournament.  If a tournament 

is sanctioned for more than 5 days the appointed officials may be split.  
This change in appointed officials must be announced in the tournament 

announcement at least 30 days prior to  the start of the tourn ament.    
 

 
RULE 7 -  RERIDES, PROTESTS AND DISQUALIFICATION  

 
7.01 Unfair Conditions (Also see Interpretations)  

When unfair conditions or a malfunction of tournament committee -supplied equi p-
ment occurs, which, in the opinion of a major ity of the event judges, adversely a f-

fects a contestant, he shall be granted the option of a reride only on the passes 
affected. In the case of a malfunction of co mmittee -supplied equipment or if there 

should be fast slalom times, slow jump times, or short  trick times, then , if such an 
optional reride is taken, the official score shall be the better of the reride score or 

the score obtained on the original a dversely affected pass(es). In all other instances 
if the reride is taken, the result of the r eride i s the official score.  

  

When a condition gives a contestant an unfair advantage, a reride is mandatory, 
and the result of that reride shall become the official score.  

 
7.02 Reride Time Limits  

A reride must be taken no later than five minutes after being g ranted, and may 

be taken immediately at the option of the contestant (see Rule 9.10 for Jumping 

rerides, Rule 10.10 for Slalom rerides, and Rule 11.10 for Tricks rerides). If the 
contestant elects to take a five -minute rest, the next contestant in order sh all ski, 

and the reride shall be taken at the conclusion of the skierôs run during which the 
five -minute rest period expires.  

 
7.03 Requests for Rerides  

A request for a reride may be initiated by a judge for the event before the next 

contestant starts or m ay be initiated, as soon as possible, by the contestant or 

his representative. In either case, the reride shall be decided upon before any 
further contestants start. If, in the opinion of the judges for the event, the r e-

quest was not initiated as soon as p ossible after the contestant skied, the request 
shall be denied.  

 
7.04 Protest Procedure  

Protests shall be made to the Chief Judge and shall be considered by the A p-
pointed Judges. Protests must be in writing, give the reason for the protest, be 

signed by t he contestant, and be filed no later than 30 minutes after the results of 
the event are posted and the judgesô scoring forms are available for inspection. If 
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there is a tie vote of the appointed judges on a protest resolution, the 
Chief Judge shall break t he tie.  

 
7.05 Protests  

Protests shall be considered only for failure of the tournament committee or the 
officials to comply with these rules. No protest shall ever be considered on jud g-

ment decisions by the judges.  
 

7.06 Corrected Scoring Errors (Also see Interpretations)  

A correction of an error in the computation of scores shall not be considered a 

protest. Such correction shall be made upon the approval of the Chief Judge and 
the Chief Scorer, if requested within two hours after the results of the event are 

posted and the judgesô scoring forms are available for inspection.  
 

Correction of scores on the Ranking List can be made with the approval of the 
Chief Scorer and Chief Judge provided the error change was initiated within 

seven days of posting on the R anking List.  Such a change will not affect the off i-
cial tournament results or placements.  The revision will be made only on the 

ranking list after submitting the performances and placements as originally 
scored.  

 
 

7.07 Disqualification  

(a)  Not Ready to Ski: Any contestant who fails to be on immediate hand and in 

condition to ski when the boat is ready for the contestant shall be disqual i-
fied from the remainder of the event in that round. However, the Chief Judge 

or his designee , may grant up to three  addition al minute s for emergencies 
developing or discovered just prior to the contestant's turn to ski (e.g., 

ripped binding).  
 

(b)   Unsportsmanlike Conduct: Any contestant (or his representative) or official whose 

conduct is deemed unsportsmanlike or whose conduct ma y cause discredit to 
USA Water Ski , either on or off the tournament site before, during, or after the 

tournament, may be disqualified from partic ipation in the tournament by a two -
thirds majority vote of the Appointed Judges. The Chief Judge shall submit a  re-

port to the AWSA Board of D irectors regarding any such disqualification.  
 

(c)   Passing Between the Boat and Jump Ramp in the Jumping Event: See Rule 9.18.  
 

(d)   Interference by Quick -Release Operator: See Rules 11.16(b) and 11.18.  
 

(e)   Under the Influence of a Min d Altering Substance: Being under the influence of 
alcohol, drugs, or any other mind altering substance, or if his pa rticipation would 

be a danger to himself or others, subjects a competitor to disqualification proc e-
dures. Disqualification is by a two -thir ds majo rity vote of the Appointed Judges.  
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(i)   Misrepresentation of Age or Ranking: Disqualification is by a two - thirds m a-
jority vote of the Appointed Judges.  

  
               

RULE 8 -  EQUIPMENT AND DEFINITIONS  
 

8.01 Competition Area  

The suggested tournament layout is shown in the Slalom, Jumping, and Tricks 

Diagrams contained in the Appendix. Coursesô dimensions shall be as indicated. 
However, the layout of the competitive area may be varied to suit the tourn a-

ment site. No buoys or mar kers other than those in dicated by the official course 
diagrams are permitted within the competition area, except safety hazard or 

tur ning point markers, boat path alignment buoys, or video jump distance buoys . 

Any such additional buoys shall be distinguishable from tournament bu oys and 
shall be pointed out to skiers at the start of the competition.  

 
Dimensions and Tolerances: Metric dimensions, when given, are official. Acco m-

panying notations stated in feet and inches or pounds are approx imate and are 
provided as a convenience on ly. Tolerances on dimensions are to allow for unco n-

trollable site variations and human error only. See Rule 1.12  
 

When courses overlap, buoys from the unused course that may cause confusion 
or a safety hazard shall be removed.  

 
8.02 Boats  

(a)   General: All tou rnaments, Class N and higher , are required to use only A WSA-
approved tournament towboats. Contact USA Water Ski  Headquarters for a p-

proval requirements and details as set forth in the AWSA Towboat M anual.  
 

(b)   Added Weight: It is the duty of the boat judge, in  consultation with the dri v-
er, to supervise adding a suitable weight in any event to even out boat ba l-

ance, wakes, spray, or handling. This weight shall not present a hazard to 
the boat occupants or potential harm to the boat interior.  

 
For tricks, the ski er may place a tournament -supplied  weight of between 20 -

50 kg (44 -110 pounds) in the boat (either on the floor by the feet of the r e-

lease operator or behind the engine cover) with side to side positioning as 
decided by the skier or r elease operator.  

 
(c)   Boat  Availability: Any boat that is to be used in the tournament shall remain 

avai lable until the end of the tournament unless released by the Chief Judge. 
Only desi gnated persons may occupy official towboats during competition.  

 
(d)   National and Regional Tournam ents: The selection of boats and the assig n-

ment of boats to specific events in the National and the U.S. Open tourn a-
ments shall be made by USA Water Ski  Headquarters. National Towboat 

selection shall occur no later than July 1 st .  For Reg ionals, USA Water Ski 



 

23  

Headquarters shall make the sele ction of boats, and the assignment shall be 
made by the Chief Judge and the Chief Boat Driver. The same boat and dri v-

er shall be used by all contestants in each Slalom and Jumping event, except 
in an emergency situation such as where time is a factor and similar boats 

and drivers of similar abilities are available and the Appointed Judges, by 
majority vote, may elect to use two boats and drivers in the same event in 

an alternating manner. Alternating manner  shall mean the  next available 

towboat will be used. However, in Jumping and Slalom tie run -offs only one 
boat and driver shall be used. For the Tricks event, the skier may select a 

boat from any of the designated towboats.  For the 2010 Nationals the 
Chief Judge and Chie f Driver may at their discretion schedule jump 

events using alternating boats.  
 

(e)   Other Tournaments: At all other tournaments, the selection of towboats shall 
be established by the Chief Boat Driver with the approval of the Chief Judge 

from the available to wboats. The same boat and driver shall be used by all 
contestants in each Slalom and Jumping event, except in cases where similar 

boats and drivers of similar abilities are available, in which case the A p-
pointed Judges, by majority vote, may elect to use t wo boats and two drivers 

in the same event in an alternating manner. However, in Jumping and Sl a-
lom tie run -offs, only one boat and driver shall be used.  

 

For Tricks, all types of boats furnished for the tournament will be made 
available by the tournament committee. Two teams of drivers and boat off i-

cials may be assigned to the Tricks event at the option of the Chief Judge.  
 

(f)   Towboat Breakdown: When a towboat breakdown occurs, the Chief Driver 
with the concurrence of the Chief Judge may select a similar tow boat to 

complete the event. For the purpose of towboat malfunction, "similar" shall 
mean an AWSA -approved tournament towboat of the same power and design 

(i.e., inboard, 351 c.i.). For Regionals, Nationals and Cash Prize tourn a-
ments, any substitute towboat  shall be of the same model and manufacturer. 

However, when running dual boats, the event may be continued with one 
boat, or if substitution is necessary, the two boats continuing the event must 

be of the same model and manufacturer.  
 

8.03 Skis  

(a)  Maximu m ski width shall not exceed 30% of the length.  

 
(b)  Any type of fixed foot binding may be used.  

 
(c)  Any type of fixed fins may be used.  

 

(d)  No other devices are permitted, except that devices affixed to the ski intended 
to control or adjust the skiing c haracteristics of the ski are allowed as long as 

they are fixed, in that they do not move or change during actual skiing.  
 

(e)  With all bindings, fins, etc. installed, the ski must float.  
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(f)  Skis in the Tricks event shall not have fins .  

 
8.04 Tow Lines  

The Tournament Committee shall furnish tow lines constructed as in 8.04(c) b e-
low with the lines and handles meeting the following specifications:  

 
(a)  Weight per foot, maximum = 23 g/m (.250 oz.)  

Breaking Load, minimum = 817 kg (1,800 lbs.)  
Elongation at 1 15 kg (250 lbs.) tensile load, 2.6% ° 0.4%  

The gauge length shall be set at 5.5 kg (12 lbs.) tensile load  
 

Optional: Junior Towlines for B1, G1 events only  

 
Weight per foot, maximum = 23g/m (.250 oz.)  

Breaking Load, minimum = 454 kg (1,000 lbs.)  
Elongation  at 115 kg (250 lbs.) tensile load, 4.0% ° 0.5%  

The gauge length shall be set at 5.5 kg (12 lbs.) tensile load  
 

All measurements of tow lines shall be made under 20 kg (44 lbs.) tension for at 
least 30 seconds and shall be made between the following points , as applicable:  

 
(1)   The centerline of that portion of the handle furthest from the attaching 

loop;  
 

(2)   The inside surface of any attaching loop furthest from the handle;  
 

Tow line measurements shall comply with the Tow Lines Dimension Chart in 
the A ppendix.  

 

(b)   Splices at the bridle and loop end of the line shall be 15 cm (6") long min i-
mum, and secured with tucks before and/or after the splice, knotted to pr e-

vent slippage.  
 

(c)   The tow lines must be made in two sections consisting of a single line 21.5 
meters long (70' 6.5") and a handle section 1.5 meters long (4'11"). Two -

piece lines must be provided by the Tournament Committee, and the 21.5 -
meter section, which can be attached to the contestant's handle section by 

looping the lines together, must be made availabl e. In addition, colored mu l-
ti -section lines may be used if the Technical Committee has specifically a p-

proved their design and type.  
 

(d)   The handle or handle assembly shall be made of 2.5 cm -  2.8 cm (1" to 1.25") 
outside diameter material with no sharp edges  or projections, and it is re c-

ommended that it shall float. The attaching ropes must in all cases go co m-

pletely through the handle twice and must be attached so there is no 
possibility of movement between the rope and handle when in use. The re c-

ommended mi nimum certified ñpermanent set loadò of the handle, as meas-
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ured with a six - inch straight edge across the handle, shall not exceed .039 cm 
(0.015ò) at any point along the handle at a load of 408 kg (900 lbs.), applied 

at any rate greater than or equal to 27 2 kg (600 lbs.) per minute. The test 
load shall be applied at two points 9 cm (3.5") apart at the center of the ha n-

dle with the ends of the handle supported at the rope holes. The two load 
points shall each have a radius of .635 cm (0.25") and the end supp ort may 

be any support which shall bear positively at the rope holes. A manufacturer 

may furnish a handle -bridle combination which may not necessarily have 
double entry at rope attachment, but such design must be approved by the 

Technical Committee followi ng assurance of quality control through testing 
that shows all other requirements, including minimum loads, are complied 

with.  
 

(e)  Class E, L and R events pulled with alternating ropes shall use lines of the 
same model and manufacturer , except in the B1,  G1 d ivisions, when J u-

nior towlines are available.  
 

8.05 Boat Speeds  

All speeds are ñspeeds over the bottomò; compensate in all cases where a current 

exists.  The boat path in all events is intended to be a straight line, run at a constant 
speed. Variation in sp eed during any pass may not exceed ± .8 kph  (.5 mph),  ex-

cept during the se cond segment in the jump course when using the optional faster 
second segment option. I n the Slalom and Jumping events, the recorded times 

through the timing segments must also be wi thin the applicable tolerances. (See 
Rules 9.06, 9.17, 10.06, 10.17, 11.06 and the Timing Tolerances Tables.)  

 
8.06 A Fall  

A fall in any event is when any one of the following occurs:  
 

(a)   The skier loses possession of the tow line (except as noted in Rules 9 .11, 
10.11 and 11.11); or  

 
(b)   The skier does not have at least one ski on one foot; or  

 
(c)   The weight of the skier is not primarily supported by his ski or skis, and in 

addition the skier is unable ultimately to regain skiing position.  

 
If the skier does not l ose possession of the tow line, has at least one ski on at all 

times, and ultimately regains skiing position, there has been no fall.  
 

8.07 Skiing Position  

Skiing position is defined as that position in which all of the following exist:  

 
(1)   The skier has po ssession of the tow line; and  

 
(2)   The skier is riding forward or backward on the water with a ski or skis on his 

feet; and  
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(3)   The weight of the skier is supported by his ski or skis and the skier is ult i-

mately able to regain control.  
 

8.08 The Wake  

In the app lication of rules where the wake plays a major role in the decision -

making pro cess, ñthe wakeò is to be considered as the area of water disturbed by 
the passage of the towboat, lying at the ropeôs length between and inclusive of 

the outermost  waves. The cr est of the wave is the nominal boundary of the wake. 
With some waves there is a curl that identifies the crest, but if the wave is 

rounded, the crest is determined as the point where the wave takes a downturn 
to the outside of the wake.  

 

8.09 Buoys  

(a)   Buoys  must have provisions for attaching anchor lines, and must be fastened 
by means of a tensioning device.  

 
(b)   Boat guide buoys may be spherical, cylindrical, or bullet -shaped. Spherical 

buoys shall be 22 -  28 cm (8.75" to 11") in diameter (23 cm (9") reco m-
mend ed), and fastened so that they have 11 -  17 cm (4.375" to 6.75") of 

height out of the water (11.5 cm (4.5") recommended). Non -spherical types 

may have a cross -sectional area of 75 -  450 square cm (12 -  70 square inc h-
es), shall appear vertical, and shall be  15 -  30 cm (6 -  12") exposed above 

the water.  
 

Boat path alignment gates where required in Slalom, shall consist of cyli n-
drical buoys of a color contrasting to the official course buoys (green reco m-

mended) and shall be placed outside the official course at either end, at a 
distance of 55 meters beyond the entrance gates, and at the 1.15 -meter 

width of the interior boat guide buoys.  
 

(c)   Skier buoys shall be generally spherical in shape and 20 -  28 cm (7.8ò to 
11") in diameter (20 cm (7.8ò) recommended), and fastened so that they 

have 10 -  17 cm (3.9ò to 6.75") of height out of the water (10 cm (3.9ò) 
recommended). They shall be of lightweight, pliable material with a smooth, 

exposed surface.  

 
(d)   End gates in the slalom course shall be provided with an elastic d evice or 

equivalent which will allow the buoys to rise and fall under tension with the 
passage of the wakes. These end gate buoys shall be the same size as skier 

buoys and shall be fastened so that they have the same height out of water.  
 

(e)   For colors and p lacements of buoys see Rules 9.16(d), 10.16(b) and the di a-
grams in the Appendix.  

 
8.10 Speed Control  

(a)   All tournaments Class C and above are required to use speed control.  
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(b)   The principal job of the speed control is to provide independence from the 

manual o perator and to give speeds as close as possible to the ideal times.  
 

(c)   The boat judge and driver shall jointly agree on the setting of the speed co n-
trol and the allowed adjustments, with the goal of having the d evice produce 

ideal times for each pass. If ag reement cannot be reached the Chief Judge, 

or his designee, shall make the decision.  
 

(d)   A table showing the allowed ranges for all adjustable speed control param e-

ters, and the circumstances under which each of these may be changed, and 
by whom, is pr ovided in the Appendix.  

 
(e)   If the speed control unit becomes inoperable and cannot be quickly repaired, 

and a replacement boat or unit is not available, the tournament shall be co n-
tinued with manual driving with no other effect.  

 
(f)  When the speed control cuts out or  fails to operate properly or there is othe r-

wise a deviation from normal operation (i.e., a malfunction), the skier is e n-
titled to a reride for failure of tournament -supplied equipment. (See 7.01, 

9.10 and 10.10(b)(4))  (See Rules Interpretations)  If the ti me is out of t o-
lerance due to a malfunction of tournament supplied equipment the skier 

may accept the highest score with a good time or r eceive an optional reride 

with a protected score equal to the highest score with a good time. (See rule 
10.10(b)(4) and  Interpretations)  

 
(g)  Tournaments are only allowed to use speed control devices tested in conjun c-

tion with the towboats approved for use by the Towboat Committee.   Ap-
proved towboats, including equipment as tested, are listed on the USA WS 

website under the T owboat section . 
 

(h)   Software changes are permitted as approved by the Towboat  Committee at 
any time during the season, except that no changes  that affect skier pull  will 

be permitted between July  1 and the conclusion of that yearôs National Tour-
nament.  
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RU LE 9 -  JUMPING  
 

9.01 General  

Each contestant shall be allowed three passes through the jump course.  

 
9.02 Jump Course  

The jump course begins with the 180 -meter cut -out buoy and ends with the 100 -
meter end -course buoys as shown in the Official Jump Course Diagram in the A p-

pendix. Buoy specifications are presented in Rule 8.09.  
 

9.03 Pass or Jump  

(a)   A pass or jump shall be registered when a skier, in skiing position, passes 

the 180 -meter buoy marking the beginning of the jump course (see Official 
Jump Course D iagram in Appendix), except when, in the opinion of the boat 

driver or boat judge, there is a hazard because of rough w ater, interference 
of another boat or other reasons. In this case the boat driver or boat judge 

shall hold up his hand and slow the boat a perceptible amount before the 
boat passes the ramp.  

 
(b)   A pass shall also be registered if a skier falls within or outside the course, or 

if the reason for a handle throw is not acceptable to the judges (Rule 9.11).  
 

(c)   A jump shall be scored when a skier pa sses over the ramp, lands, and skis 
away with a tight line in skiing position without falling. If a skier falls as a r e-

sult of a jump, he loses that jump. If he shall purposely touch any part of the 
tow line other than the handle while in the air, he shall  receive no score for 

that jump.  

 
(d)   A pass is defined as the movement of the boat by and parallel to the ramp, 

regardless of what the skier does. A balk occurs when the skier refuses the 
ramp by either skiing to the left of the ramp and releasing the handle  or by 

following the boat past the ramp while holding on to the rope.  
 

(e)  The outcome of each attempt shall be communicated to the skier, including 
the distance and any reride possibilities, before the boat proceeds to any 

subsequent a t tempt by the same skier .  
 

9.04 Falls  

(a)   Definition: See Rules 8.06 and 8.07.  

 
(b)   A fall within or outside the jump course shall be registered as a pass.  

 
(c)   In the event of a fall, if the skier is not on his skis within three minutes from 

the time the towboat returns to pick him up, h e shall receive no further jumps.  
 

(d)  If damaged equipment is involved, see Rule 9.15.  
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9.05 Boat Selection  

See Rules 8.02(d), (e) and (f).  
 

9.06 Boat Speed  

The boat speed for each attempt shall be chosen by the skier from those listed in 

the table in the App endix, up to the maximums listed below. In addition, the 
skier shall be given a choice of having the speed control deliver a faster speed 

throughout the second segment, or having the speed control return to the bas e-
line (RTB) speed for the second segment. The speed control shall be engaged b e-

fore the 180m (590 foot) buoy.  
 

(a)  Open Men; Masters Men; Men 1, 2:  57 kph /35.4 mph  
 

(b)  Open Women; Women 1, 2; Men 3 , M4  (effective following 2010 Natio n-
a ls) :  54 kph/ 33.6 mph  

 
(c)  Women 3; Men 4, 5 ; Boys 3; Girls 3:  51 kph/ 31.7  mph  

 
(d)  Women 4, 5, 6 ; Men 6, 7, 8, 9,  10, 11 :   48 kph/ 29.8  mph  

 

(e)  Women 7, 8, 9 , 10, 11;  Boys 2; Girls 2:  45 kph/ 28.0  mph  
 

9.07 Boat Path  

The jumper shall tell the boat driver at what off -set distance to pass the ramp. 
The boat shall follow a straight pa th parallel to the course and para llel to the right 

side of the ramp.  

 
9.08 Officials  

(a)   Boat Judge: A judge shall ride in the boat to check speeds, observe the boat 

path and alone determine if the skier lands and skis away in skiing position 
without falling . He shall be authorized to grant rerides for deviations there 

from, as governed by Rules 9.03, 9.06 and 9.07.  
 

(b)   Event Judges: The Chief Judge shall appoint two event judges in addition to 

the judge in the boat.  
 

(c)   Boat Timers: When speed control is not be ing used,  a boat timer shall ride in 
the boat to check speeds with a stop watch (see Rule 9.09), and a  backup 

timer is also required. Automatic timing devices may be substituted for the 
boat timers.  

 
(d)   Boat Crew:  There shall be two or  three people in the boat.  
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(e)   Masterboard Operator: Rated judges shall be assigned as masterboard ope r-
ators where possible. When not possible, a non - rated, competent person 

may be used.  
 

For the video system, there shall be two designated officials operating the 
system who sha ll jointly agree on the marking of the impact point. If these 

two officials disagree, the Chief Judge (or his designee) will resolve the dis a-

greement.  
 

(f)   Meter Readers: Rated judges shall be assigned as meter readers where pos s-
ible. When not possible, a non - rated, competent person may be used.  

 
9.09 Timing  

(a)   General: The boat speed shall be validated by timing on each pass from the 
speed control system (see 8.10(g)).  The timing shall be in two segments. 

The first segment shall be from the timing course start  buoy 72 meters (236' 
1") before the jump to the intermediate timing course buoy 10 meters (32' 

10") past the jump. The second se gment shall be from the 10 -meter buoy to 
the timing course end buoy 51 meters (167' 3") past the jump. Timing will 

be required to be recorded in three segments of 52m, 30m, and 41m, ho w-
ever two segment timing will be controlling.  Acceptable timing  methods may 

be magnetic point to point or calculated virtual timing provided such methods 
and timing components of the speed control sy stem are tested and approved.  

It is not necessary to time the jump pass if the skier falls in the course b e-
fore the boat enters the timing course. In the case where a skier refuses the 

ramp or falls on the approach to the ramp, the maximum tole rance allowa ble 
shall be increased by .05 seconds  and only first segment ti m ing is required. 

This may be done by either subtracting .05 seconds from the maximum 

speed tolerance or by adding .05 seconds to the time recor ded. 
 

(b)   Tolerances: Tolerances shall be in accorda nce with Rule 9.17.  
 

(c)   If the boat path is between the jump ramp and the 15 -meter buoys, timing 
is not r equired, but is recommended if practical.  

 
(d)  The following table summarizes the boat time and reride situation for all ti m-

ing combinations when the skier h as chosen a speed below the maximum a l-
lowable for his division:  

Boat Times and Reride Situations  
(Skier below Division Maximum Speed)  

 

Segment  
Action  

1  2  

Any  Fast  Only if faster than fast tolerance for division max i-
mum, and if best distance in set, then  mandatory r e-

ride and may improve score.  (See 9.10(b)(1)(i))  
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OK ---  None  

Fast  ---  Mandatory Reride if exceeds fast tolerance for div i-
sion maximum (score not protected), otherwise o p-

tional reride (with protected score)  

Slow  ---  Optional reride (with pro tected score)  

 

(e)  The following table summarizes the boat time and reride situation for all ti m-
ing combinations when the skier has chosen the maximum speed allowable 

for his division:  
 

Boat Times and Reride Situations  
(Skier at Division Maximum Speed)  

 

Segme nt  
Action  

1  2  

OK OK None  

OK Fast  Mandatory reride if best distance in set, may i mprove 

score.  (See 9.10(b)(2)(ii)(2) and 9.10(b)(2)(ii)(3))  

OK Slow  Optional reride (with protected score).  Use RTB slow 

column if applicable.  (See 9.17)  

Slow  OK Optio nal reride (with protected score)  

Slow  Fast  Mandatory reride if best distance in set, otherwise o p-

tional (with protected score)  

Slow  Slow  Optional reride (with protected score). Use RTB slow 
column if applicable.  (See 9.17)  

Fast  OK Mandatory reride  

Fast  Fast  Mandatory reride  

Fast  Slow  Mandatory reride  

 
(g)  Speed Control:  If the boat officials feel that a significant change must be 

made in settings for the jump event to obtain the proper speed, they will n o-

tify the skier of the change when it is made , before his next jump.  
 

9.10 Rerides  

(a)   Unfair Conditions: See Rules 7.01, 7.02 and 7.03.  

 
(b)   Time Out of Tolerance: See summary tables in Rule 9.09(e) & 9.09(f).  
 

(1)   When the Skier has selected a speed below the maximum allowable for 

his div ision:  
 

(i)  If the first segment time exceeds the fast speed tolerance for the 
maximum speed allowable for his division, then an immediate reride 

shall be mand atory.  
 



 

32  

(ii)  If the first segment time does not exceed the fast speed tolerance 
for the maximum speed allowable for his division, then:  

 
(a)  If the first segment time is outside the tolerance range for the 

selected speed, the skier may take an immediate optional r e-
ride, with a pr otected score.  

 

(b)  If the second segment time exceeds the fast speed tolerance 
for the maxi mum speed allowable for his division on a succes s-

ful jump, and the distance recorded is greater than any of the 
other jumps in the round by the skier, a reride shall be mand a-

tory at the end of the skierôs set. 
 

(2)   When the skier has selected the maximum spee d allowable for his division:  
 

(i)  If the first segment time is fast, an immediate reride shall be ma n-
datory.  

 
(ii)  If the first segment time does not exceed the fast speed tolerance 

for the maximum speed allowable for his division, then:  
 

(a)  If either se gment time is slow, the skier may take an imm e-

diate optional reride, with a protected score.  
 

(b)  If the second segment time is fast on a fall, the skier may take 
an i m mediate optional reride.  

 
(c)  If the second segment time is fast on a successful jump, a nd 

the distance recorded is greater than any of the other jumps in 
the round by the skier, a reride shall be mandatory at the end 

of the skierôs set. 
 

(3)   If the time for either segment is missed, a reride shall be mandatory.  
 

(c)   Distance Measurement Out of Tol erance: See Rule 9.12(e).  
 

(d)   Procedure: If a reride is granted, it shall be taken immediately  at the same 

speed as that requested for the affected jump . If there are more than two 
rerides , the skier shall have the option of requesting a five -minute rest b e-

fore continuing . Also see Rule 7.02.  
 

(e)   Multiple rerides for distance measurement out of tolerance (see Rule 9.12(e)) 
are to be resolved sequentially in the order in which they occurred. Other r e-

rides will be taken immediately following the run in which they  occur, except 
when the second segment only is fast (see 9.10(b)(1)).  
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(f)   Once a skier has taken a definite cut toward the ramp, he automatically 
waives any reride request regarding any  conditions encountered prior to the 

start of the timing course.  
 

(g)   When weather, tournament -supplied equipment, or some other reason not the 
fault of the skier causes a delay of more than ten minutes b etween jumps, the 

skier shall have the option of requesting an unscored jump to be taken before 

the remaining jump(s). However,  the Chief Judge, with the approval of the 
majority of the Appointed Judges, may deny this option if there is reason to 

believe that further delays will preclude finishing the tournament in a timely 
manner or otherwise work to the disadvantage of the remai ning skiers.  

 
9.11 Handle Throws  

A contestant may refuse to enter the official jump course on any pass by thro w-
ing the handle in the air before the 180 -meter (590') course entry buoy. He shall 

not be penalized for so doing, provided the refusal was for a r eason acceptable to 
a majority of the Event Judges. The skier must be ready to ski immediately upon 

the boatôs return. Should the skier not be ready or should the reason for the han-
dle throw not be acceptable, one pass shall be deemed as taken. (See Rule 9 .15 

regarding damaged equipment.)  
 

9.12 Distance Measurement  

(a)   General: Jump distances shall be derived using sightings taken from a sy s-

tem of Johnson - type meter stations, which shall be set up according to 
guidelines described in the Technical Handbook. Di stances shall be measured 

from a point at the water line directly below the center of the top edge of the 
jump ramp, to the point where the heels of the skier reach their maximum 

depression in the water (this point is usually indicated by a plume or spout of 
water which rises after the skierôs landing). 

 
Alternatively, if video jump distance measurement is used, the distance shall 

be measured to the skier's impact point in the water, closest to the ramp 
(first point of impact) and then an adjustment offset of 2.1 meters shall be 

added. If video jump measurement is used, video backup methods (video 
taping) may be used, or a standard meter system may be used as backup. 

The calculated distance shall not be displayed until the impact point is d e-

cided upon.  
 

The approximate distance ( ° two feet) shall be communicated to the skier a f-

ter each scoring jump, before the boat approaches the course for a subs e-

quent jump by that same skier.  
 

(b)   Rounding: All distances shall be calculated to the nearest whole foot. Partial 
distances of one -half foot or more will be rounded up to the next higher 

whole foot, while partial distances of less than one -half foot will be dropped. 
For Record Capability tournaments, metric distances shall be calculated as 

well, and in similar fashion rounded to the nearest whole tenth of a meter.  
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(c)  Three Meter System:  

 
(1)   Three meter sighting stations of two meters each or video jump shall be 

used at all tournaments Class C or higher. At Class C tournaments or below, 
only one meter at any station may be used at the option of the Chief Judge. 

Where only one meter is used at a station, the single sighting value from 

that meter shall be used wherever the average value is called for below.  
 

(2)   The point of the landing is defined as the center of the inscribe d circle 
which is tangent to all three sides of the triangle formed by the three 

average sightings from the meter stations. The distance is calculated 
from that landing point back to the ramp. The size of the triangle is d e-

fined as the diameter of that ins cribed circle.  
 

(3)   If the top and bottom sightings from any single meter station are more 
than 0.6 meter (2') apart at the point of landing, then the average value 

and the single sighting with the smaller value will each be tried in turn, 
and whichever of th ese produces the smaller triangle will be used to d e-

rive the official distance.  
 

(4)   If the official resolution of a particular set of sightings according to the 

above rules produces a wide triangle, and that set of sightings i ncluded a 
spread in excess of th e 0.6 meter test limit at only one of the meter st a-

tions, which yielded a smaller triangle size by using the average rather 
than the shorter reading alone, then the longer reading from that station 

may be tried alone and used as official if it elim inates t he wide triangle.  
 

(5)   At Class C tournaments or below, a jump which produces an official tria n-
gle greater than 0.9 meter (3') shall be classified as a wide triangle. For 

Record Capability tournaments, a jump which produces an official triangle 
greater than 0 .6 meter (2') shall be classified as a wide triangle. A jump 

classified as a wide triangle under either of these definitions shall be 
treated according to the provisions of Rule 9.12(e) below, with the short 

vertex and long vertex distances defined as the distances to those vertices 
of the triangle which are closest and fu rthest from the ramp, respectively.  

 

(d)   Two Meter System: In Class N (Grass Roots)  tournaments where two meter 
stations of two meters each are being used, the landing point is defined as 

the  intersection of the average sightings from those two stations. If one (or 
both) pair(s) of sightings is more than 0.6 meter (2') apart at the point of 

landing, the intersections using each of the individual readings from that st a-
tion (or stations) will be  examined separately. If the difference b etween the 

distances from the closest and furthest intersections back to the ramp is 
greater than 1.2 meters (4'), then that jump shall be classified as a wide tr i-

angle and treated according to the provisions of Rul e 9.12(e) below, using 
the distances from the ramp to those closest and furthest intersections as 

the short ve rtex and long vertex, respectively.  
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(e)   Wide Triangles: At the time it occurs, a jump which is classified as a wide tr i-

angle will tentatively be sco red as the distance to the short vertex, and the 
skier will co ntinue. If, after completing all three attempts in a set, a skier has 

had one or more jumps classified as a Wide Triangle, each of these shall then 
be resolved, in the order in which they occurr ed, according to the following 

provisions:  

 
(1)   If the long vertex is less than or equal to the official distance of another 

of his jumps (or to the short vertex of another wide triangle jump), then 
the short vertex of that jump will be recorded as official, and the skier 

will have no options on that jump.  
 

(2)   If the long vertex is longer than the longest official distance (or longest 
short vertex of another wide triangle jump), then the skier will have the 

option to either accept the short vertex as the officia l distance, or to 
take the jump again. If the skier elects to take the jump over, the result 

of that reride will be official, except that it may not be scored to a di s-
tance greater than the long vertex nor less than the short ve rtex of the 

original wide tr iangle jump.  
 

(3)   In the event of a subsequent tie, where the short vertex of a jump which 

was originally classified as a wide triangle becomes an issue in determi n-
ing placements, the competitor(s) affected shall then have the option of 

accepting that short v ertex or of taking a reride. If the reride is taken, 
the outcome shall be o fficial, although it may not be scored to a distance 

greater than the long vertex nor less than the short vertex of the orig i-
nal wide triangle jump.  

 
(f)   Video Systems: Video -based jum p distance measurement systems interface 

video and computer technologies, and permit a frozen video image of a 
skier's landing to be portrayed on a computer screen, and measured through 

translation from the pixel -based coordinates on that screen, back to c oord i-
nates on the water surface. The field of view displayed must include suff i-

cient visual reference markers on the water surface, whose absolute 
locations relative to the jump ramp are known. When video jump measur e-

ment is used, a check buoy must be plac ed near  the center of each box, in 

approximate line with either the near or far horizontal side of the box (from 
the camera),  and its exact location as measured by survey (or other means 

as appropriate for Class C and below tournaments) and by the video ju mp 
system must be recorded on the TC Report (or Chief Judges Report). The 

check buoy for each box shall be i ndependent of the four required reference 
buoys for that box.  For Record Capability purposes, all reference markers 

must be included in the survey o f the jump site.  
 

The distance shall be measured to the skier's impact in the water, closest to 
the ramp (earliest point of ski contact), and then an adjustment offset of 2.1 

meters shall be added from that point, to maintain comparability to meter -
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based m easurement systems where operators sight to the plume. Where 
such a measurement sy stem is used, videotape backup is recommended, or 

a manual meter system may also be used as backup.  
 

Such video measurement systems must be configured in a fashion so that 
th e maximum differential in jump distances which would result from one -

pixel movements on the video screen, either of any of the required reference 

point markers or of the landing point marker itself, and in either the horizo n-
tal or vertical direction -  not exceed the following values at any point in the 

"operating field of view", which means the central 80% of the screen area. 
This criterion value depends on the class of the tou rnament, as follows:  

 
World Record (Class R)        10 cm (4 inches)  

Standing List  (Class L and E)   15 cm (6 inches)  
Local Tournaments (Class C)   20 cm (8 inches)  

 
Any existing video setup can be evaluated against this standard by testing a c-

tual movements of the reference markers and landing point markers, and o b-
serving the reported cha nges in the calculated landing location which results 

from such movements between adjacent pixels. Such manual evaluations 
need to be systematically conducted throughout the expected operating range 

of the setup. Alternatively, the Technical Committee has prepared a planning 

and analysis model (in the form of a spreadsheet template) which may be 
used to evaluate any proposed Corson Video Jump System site configuration 

against this standard. The use of this latter tool is required for Record Capabi l-
ity tourn aments, and a copy of the printout from that spreadsheet is to be a t-

tached to the Technical Controller's Report.  
 

(g)   Alternatively, the Technical Committee may approve the use of systems 
based on other technologies, provided that proper verification and proo f is 

given to the Technical Committee at least 60 days before the date of the 
proposed official use.  

 
9.13 Scoring  

(a)  Each contestant's longest single jump distance, in feet as determined accor d-
ing to Rule 9.12, shall become his official score for the eve nt. Where a co m-

puter is being used that calc ulates metric distances (see Rule 9.12(b)), the 
metric distance of the longest single jump shall also be reported.  

 
(b)  Scoring Ties:  In the case where two or more skiers have the same official 

score, the skier  with the longest metric distance (if available) shall be d e-
clared the winner. In the event a tie exists, it shall be run off as provided 

under Rule 9.14.  
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9.14 Ties  

(a)  If a tie results, it shall be run off, with a new drawing for order. Each tied 

cont estant shall be allowed two passes through the course, with both jumps 
being scored. R epeated ties shall be run off in the same manner until broken.  

 
(b)  Ties shall be run off in the first five places at Regionals and Nationals , and 

the first three places in all other tournaments.  
 

(c)  A two -way tie for second place would eliminate third place, while a three -
way tie for second place would eliminate third and fourth places, etc.  

 
(d)  Ties in multi - round tournaments shall be determined as follows: Longest s in-

gle jump; if a tie still exists the next longest jump; etc.          

 

9.15 Damaged Equipment  

If a skier notices that his equipment is damaged after a handle throw, a pass or a 

jump, the event judges may grant him, upon immediate request, three minutes to  
repair or change the damaged equipment. The three -minute period should start 

upon the request being granted by the judges . If the skier is not ready to ski at the 
end of the three -minute period, he shall not be allowed to continue in that round.  

  
9.16 Ju mping Equipment and Definitions  

(a)  Jump Meters: Meter stations shall be equipped with AWSA -approved protra c-
tors and sighting arms. Sightings from each meter shall be taken to the 

sighting mark on the ramp (Rule 9.16(c)(9)) and to the 15ET buoy. The u p-
per and lower meters at each station must not differ on either of these sigh t-

ings by more than 0.1 degree for Record Capability tournaments, or not 
more than 0.2 degree at Class C tournaments. For both sightings, the ave r-

age of the readings at each station sha ll be taken, and must produce a tria n-
gle size on both these points (as per Rule 9.12(c)(2)) no greater than 15 cm 

(6") for Record Capability tournaments, or no greater than 23 cm (9") for 
Class C tournaments.  

 
(b)  Distance Derivation Devices: Distances sha ll be derived either by a comp u-

ting device, or on a scale model manual plotting board which has been set up 

and verified according to guidelines described in the AWSA Technical Han d-
book. For Record Capability tournaments, a computing device must be used 

as the primary method. Where a computing device is used, either the m a-
nual plotting board or an independently -powered computing device shall be 

provided as a backup measuring device, and should it become necessary to 
use that backup device, the distances it produces shall be official. Any such 

computing devices shall be checked by the Chief Judge or his designate, and 
must be shown to produce the listed r esults for all the test cases that appear 

in the Computer Benchmark section of the Appendix.  
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(c)   The Jump Ra mp: The jump ramp shall be an inclined plane with mounted 
aprons set at an angle in relation to the ramp. The ramp shall meet the fo l-

lowing specifications:  
 

(1)  Width: 3.7 meters (12') to 4.3 meters (14' 1.25") at all points. 4.3 m e-
ters is the preferred wi dth.  

 

(2)  Length Out of Water: 6.4 meters (21') to 6.8 meters (22' 3.75ò) at all 
points.  

 
(3)  Length Under Water: 50 cm (20ò) minimum.  

 
(4)  The following ratios of ramp height at take -off edge to ramp length out 

of water shall apply: Masters Men, Men 1 and  2 jumpers will have the 
option of choosing either the .255 or .235 ramp; Boys 3 shall use the 

.235 ramp unless they can show a certified result of a jump of 38 m 
(125 feet) on the .235 ramp, in which case they may opt to jump on a 

.255 ramp; Open Women sh all use the .235 ramp unless they can show 
a certified result from a Record Capability tournament of a jump of 40 m 

(132 feet) on the .235 ramp, in which case they may opt to jump on a 
.255 ramp; Open Men will have the option of choosing either the .271 or  

.255 ramp; and all other divisions will be set at .235. All of these ratios 

shall be set to within ° .003 for all Record Capability tournaments, or to 

within ° .005 for all other tournaments. (See Ramp Setting Chart in the 

Appendix.) At the o ption of the sponsoring club, any division may jump 
at a ramp ratio of less than .235.  

 
(5)  Surface: The surface must be flat with a maximum deviation of 5 cm 

(2") from a plane, (2.5 cm) (1") for Record Capability tournaments.  
 

For Class N tournaments, greater deviatio ns from a plane may be a l-
lowed, but this is not recommended.  

 
(6)   Aprons: Aprons shall extend the full length of the ramp and shall be at 

least 20 cm (8ò) under water when the ramp is raised to its full height. A 
left -sided apron is not required. The recommen ded apron angle is 30 

degrees from vertical.  

 
For the first 1/3 of the apron at and below the water, the curtain may be 

approximately 60 degrees from vertical. It shall be radiused and blended 
to the su rface to prevent skis from catching.  

 
(7)   Ramp Markings: 6.4 -meter and 6.7 -meter (21' and 22') length mar k-

ings, clearly identified, shall be placed on the aprons and/or ramp su r-
face so that they are readily visible. Extra marks, if identified, are 

allowed and desirable.  
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(8)   Color Specifications: The ramp aprons an d ramp surface shall be of di f-
ferent colors, both of which shall be different from the water surface. 

The ramp surface shall be one solid color without borders or decorations 
of any sort.  

 
(9)   Vertical Line: A 1 -  3 cm (0.25" -  1") wide vertical line of contr asting 

color shall be plainly marked or painted at the center of and just below 

the take -off edge for meter sighting purposes. This vertical line may e x-
tend over onto the jump surface not more than 8 cm (3") to facilitate l o-

cating the centerline during sur veys. The jump ramp must be securely 
anchored in place such that the center take -off edge will not vary more 

than the sighted width of the crosshair on all meters after coming to 
static rest. ñStatic restò is the position assumed by the ramp in ambient 

wat er not affected by boat wakes, skierôs wakes, or backwash. 
 

(d)  Buoys: Colors of buoys shall be in accordance with the Official Jump Course 
Diagram in the Appendix. For specifications see Rule 8.09. The 15MT buoy 

may be sunk below the level otherwise speci fied for boat guide buoys, a l-
though it must still be clearly visible.  

 
(e)  Tow Lines: Tow lines used in the Jumping event must conform to Rule 8.04 

and the Tow Lines Dimensions Chart in the Appendix. Tow line recoil tubes 

may be used at any and all tournam ents at the discretion of the Chief Judge.  
 

(f)  Skier Furnished Jump Handle: The contestant may furnish his own handle, for 
which he is entirely responsible, with an attaching loop to attach to the tou r-

nament line , and which must comply with the handle sec tion dimensions in 
the Appendix . The contestant's handle may be of any material.  For Class E 

tournaments p ersonal handles shall be measured by the dock starter imm e-
diately before the skier skis . 

 
(g)  Skier Furnished Jump Towline and Handle: The contestant may furnish his 

own jump towline and handle, for which he is entirely responsible. The co n-
testant's towline and handle may be of any material  which must comply with 

the dimensions for total length in the Appendix (23m +/ -  30cm) . 
 

9.17 Tolerances  

The accura cy of all speeds shall be determined by the tables which appear in the 

Appe ndix . The measured times through the two segments of the timing course 
must fall within the tolerances listed in the appropriate column of this table, as 

specified in 9.10(b). If th e skier chooses the faster option and then does not e n-
gage the jump switch at the base of the ramp and in the opinion of the boat 

judge did not cut aggressively enough to do so, or if the skier chooses the return 

to baseline option, then the ñRTBò second segment slow time tolerances shown in 
the table shall apply.   

 
(a)  Class C Tournaments or Below: The ñStandard Toleranceò column in the to-

lerance table in the Appendix  shall be used . 
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(b)  Record Capability Tournaments: At maximum speeds for the skierôs age div i-
sion, the ñRecord Toleranceò column shall be used, and at lower speeds the 

ñStandard Toleranceò column shall be used. 
 

9.18 Disqualification  

A jumper shall receive no further jumps in a round if, after leaving the boatôs 

wake on a definite cut to the ra mp, the jumper elects to pass between the boat 
course and the ramp, whether or not he retains the tow line. A judgment decision 

is required by a majo rity of the Event Judges as to whether the cut is ñdefinite.ò 
Also see Rule 7.07.  

 
 

RULE 10 -  SLALOM  

 
10.0 1 General  

The contestant shall follow the towboat through the entrance gate of the slalom 

course, pass around the outside of any or all six buoys, at his discretion, and pr o-
ceed through the far end gate (constituting a pass). If the contestant has not 

miss ed any buoys or gates, the boat shall make a turn and re -enter the course 
from the opposite end. The skier shall continue in this manner until he falls or 

misses a buoy or gate. The boat shall be stopped at the end of each pass, unless 

the skier requests a t the starting dock to continue at his own risk . (See Official 
Slalom Course Di agram in the Appendix.)  

 
Passes through the slalom course may not  be limited to less than four passes.  

 
At the discretion of the Regional Executive Vice President, all slalom passes in 

Class C and below tournaments may be run in the same direction if the site is not 
suitable for running them in opposite directions.               

 
10.02 Slalom Course  

The dimensions of the official slalom course shall be as shown in the Official Sla-
lom Course Diagram in the Appendix. For buoy specifications, see Rule 8.09.  

 
Slalom may be run on an extended or ñoverlappingò course setup, which provides 

two complete slalom courses that share some gates in common,  provided that 
each such complete co urse is otherwise in tolerance according to the Official Sl a-

lom Course Diagram in the Appendix. In such a layout, it is recommended that 
the orange entrance gate buoys be used to mark the ñtrueò entrances, which are 

inset from each end. The outermost skier  gates (which are used as the exit gates 
only) should be of a contrasting color to avoid confusion when re -entering the 

course. Where such a layout is to be used, the details shall be clearly pointed out 

to all competitors.  
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10.03 A Miss  

It is a miss to r ide inside a turn buoy or outside the entrance or exit gate, or to 

ride over, straddle, or jump a turn buoy, but there is no penalty for grazing a 
turn or gate buoy with the ski or part of the body. ñRiding overò shall be defined 

as hitting a turn or gate buoy with the ski so as to move it significantly from its 
position or temporarily sink it. Hitting a turn or exit gate buoy less severely shall 

be considered as ñgrazing.ò (See chart in a ppendix)  
 

10.04 A Fall  

(a)  Definition: See Rule 8.06.  

 
(b)  A fall in side or outside the course concludes the run at that point.  

 
(c)  The stopping of the boat in slalom at the end of the course  will not be scored 

as a fall.  
 

10.05 Boat Selection  

See Rules 8.02(d), (e), and (f).  

 
10.06 Boat Speeds and Line Lengths  

(a)  The minimum starting speed for all divisions shall be 25 kph (15.5 mph). At 
the option of the LOC, a skier may start below the minimum speed and the 

pass(es) shall not be scored.  At the option of the sponsoring club as stated in 
its tournament announcement, or  by majority vote of the Appointed Judges, 

the number of passes may be limited to a specific number . A speed incr e-

ment is 3 kph (1.86 mph) .  
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(b)   For all div isions, minimum starting speed at the National Tournament shall 

be 31 kph (19.3 mph) , unless the Level 7 ranking list Cut Off Average as of 
the Cut Off Date is less than the minimum National starting speed, in which 

case th e starting speed shall be the normal starting speed per 10.06(a).   
 

(c)   The boat speed shall be a dvanced by 3 kph  (1.86 mph) on each pass until 
the maximum speed for the division is reached (see Item (a) above), at 

which time the speed will remain constant an d the line will be shortened in 
acco rdance with the table below. A skier may elect to start at a speed higher 

than his division maximum speed, up to his respective Open Division max i-
mum speed and may not return to his division maximum speed on subs e-

quent p asses . Any passes skied at that higher speed shall receive credit for 

buoys as though they were being run at his division maximum speed. See 
Tow Lines Dimension Chart in the Appe ndix, and Rule 10.16(c).  

 

1st cut -  to a 18.25 meter (59' 10.5")  

2nd cut -  to  a 16 meter (52' 6")  
3rd cut -  to a 14.25 meter (46' 9")  

Ñ 15 cm (5.906ò) 

Male  

Divisions  

Maximum  

Speed  

Female  

Divisions  

Max imum  

Speed  

Boys 1  49/(30.4)  Girls 1  49/(30.4)  

Boys 2  55 /(34.2)  Girls 2  52/(32.3)  

Boys 3  58 /(36.0)  Girls 3  55 /(34.2)  

Men 1  58 /(36.0)  Women 1  55 /(34.2)  

Men 2  58 /(36.0)  Women 2  55 /(34.2)  

Men 3  55 /(34.2)  Women 3  55 /(34.2)  

Men 4  55 /(34.2)  Women 4  55 /(34.2)  

Men 5  55 /(34.2)  Women 5  52/(32.3)  

Men 6  55 /(34.2)  Women 6  52/ (32.3)  

Men 7  52/(32.3)  Women 7  49/(30.4)  

Men 8  49/(30.4)  Women 8  49/(30.4)  

Men 9  49/(30.4)  Women 9  46/(28.6)  

Men 10  49/(30.4)  Women 10  46/(28.6)  

Men 11  49/(30.4)  Women 11  46/(28.6)  

Open Men  58 /(36.0)  Open Women  55 /(34.2)  

Master 55k  55/(34.2)    
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4th cut -  to a 13 meter (42' 7.8")  

5th cut -  to a 12 meter (39' 4.4")  
6th cut -  to a 11.25 meter (36' 10.9")  

7th cut -  to a 10.75 meter (35' 3.3")  
8th cut -  to a 10.25 meter (33' 7 .6")  

9th cut -  to a 9.75 meter (31' 11.9")  
10th cut ï to a 9.50 meter (31ô 2ò) 

11th cut -  to a 9.25 meter (30' 4.2")  

Ñ 7.5 cm (2.953ò) 

 

All subsequent cuts shall be made in .25 -meter (9.844") increments.  
 

(d)   A skier shall have the option of selecting his st arting speed (at or above the 

min imum for his division) and rope length.  
 

(1)   If any but the minimum starting speed for the skier's division is selected 
and the first pass is completed, the skier is credited with all skipped 

passes. If the selected pass is mi ssed, the skier will receive credit for a c-
tual buoys rounded as if it were the minimum starting speed.  

 
(2)   With the exception of items (a) and (b) above and at the option of the 

skier, slalom may be run starting with any line length, below maximum 
speed. Whe n the maximum speed is reached, if the skier makes a co m-

plete pass, he then receives credit for any longer line pass(es) . If the 
pass is missed, he will receive credit for buoys as if it were the 23 -meter 

line pass.  
 

(e)   Upon completion of a pass (defined as a score of six including entrance and 

exit gates) the skier shall have the option of designating a faster  speed 
and /or shorter  rope length for the next pass. If any but the next consecutive 

speed or rope length is selected, the skier must complete the sele cted pass 
to receive credit for the skipped pass(es). If the pass is not completed, the 

skier will receive credit for buoys at what would have been the consecutive 
rope length or speed.  

 
10.07 Boat Path  

The boat path is intended to be a straight line alo ng the centerline of the course. 
In no case shall any part of the towboat deviate outside the bounds of the boat 

gates. The bounds of the boat gates shall be defined by the center of the attac h-
ment point of each buoy.  

 
10.08 Officials  

(a)   Boat Judge: One ev ent judge shall ride in the towboat. The boat judge shall 
judge whether the skier passed through or missed the end gates, and shall 

judge the credit to be received by the skier for each buoy in accordance with 
Rule 10.12, and shall communicate his results to the scorers immediately a f-

ter each pass.  The boat judge shall also check the boat time(s) for each pass 
and identify reride situations in accordance with Rules 10.09 & 10.10. The 
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boat judge shall also observe the boat path (see Rule 10.07). If any part of 
the boat deviates outside the bounds of the boat gates, the boat judge shall 

award an optional reride if the path of deviation was a disadvantage to the 
skier. If it was to the skierôs advantage, a reride is mandatory. Each event 

judge must continue sco ring a run even though he feels the skier missed a 
gate or buoy.  

 

(b)  Tower Judges: There shall be four event judges stationed in the slalom jud g-
ing area in accordance with Rule 10.16(a). Each tower judge shall indepe n-

dently judge the credit to be received by the skier in accordance with Rule 
10.12, and shall communicate his results to the scorers immediately after 

each pass. The entrance and exit gates shall be judged by the boat judge 
and the two judges with the best view of each gate, (except when optional 

video gate judging from a central tower is used), as determined by the Chief 
Judge. Each event judge must continue scoring a run even though he feels 

the skier missed a gate or buoy.  
 

As an option, two judges may be used in slalom with the same height r e-
qui rements referenced above. It is recommended that the two tower judges 

be placed on opposite sides of the course. Additionally, there shall be video 
feeds from cameras located at each end of the slalom course, positioned with 

an unobstructed view of the ent rance gates, and placed at the required angle 

to the gates at least 3 meters (10') above the water. The cameras shall be 
adjusted to show both gates in clear focus, and equipped with optical (not 

digital) magnification of sufficient power to display the ga te at least 1/6th of 
the full width of the screen (1/3 width or larger is recommended). If a ca m-

era is located more than 100 feet back from the course centerline, it is re c-
ommended that it be elevated approximately ten percent above the water 

(one foot in height for each ten feet back from the course centerline).  These 
camera feeds shall be displayed on a monitor and taped. Each judge shall i n-

dependently call the entrance gate by observing the monitor. If one or both 
judges did not observe the entrance gate , or the two judges should di sagree,  

then the judge(s) would replay the video (at normal speed, slow motion, or 
frame -by - frame) to make the call. (If video replay malfunctions, the boat 

judge shall call the gates.)  The Appointed Judges shall determine the time at 
which the video review will take place and if the video review is to be after 

the conclusion of the skierôs last pass, then the skier shall be advised that he 

is continuing at risk, pending the video review. If the judges disagree after 
having revi ewed the video, the Chief Judge (or his designee) will cast the d e-

ciding vote. The exit gate will be viewed directly, but the video may be used 
by one or both judges to resolve any questions.  The use of video gate ca m-

eras, as described above, shall be mand atory at the US Nationals, regardless 
if using 3 or 5 judges.  

 
A camera feed from the boat may be used and be monitored on the tower by 

another judge who will advise the Chief Judge if he disagrees with the event 
judgesô decision. In this case, the Chief Judge will ask the event judges to 

review that video. This is a separate optional rule and may be used with 3 or 
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5 judges, or need not be used. The Appointed Judges shall determine the 
time at which the video review will take place and if the video review i s to be 

after the conclusion of the skierôs last pass, then the skier shall be advised 
that he is continuing at risk, pending the video review.  

 
If a skier or team representative believes that there was an error in the 

score, he may challenge it by notifyi ng the Chief Judge before the next skier 

goes out, and by putting up $100. The Chief Judge and a designated review 
judge will review the video (boat or gate video). If they both agree on a 

score, that will be the given score. If they disagree, or agree tha t the video 
does not clearly overrule the score given by the judges, then that score will 

stand. The $100 will be returned only if the original score was changed. If 
the funds are not returned to the skier, they shall be forwarded to the A W-

SEF as a contrib ution in the skierôs name. 
  

For Class C tournaments and below, at the option of the Chief Judge, three 

judges (two tower and one boat) rather than five may be used to score sl a-
lom and video gate cameras are not required.  

 
For Class C tournaments and belo w, if no slalom judging tower is used, the 

judges shall be stationed with the best possible view of the course.  
 

In Class N (Grass Roots)  tournaments, the number of judges shall be at the 

option of the Chief Judge. Slalom may be judged by the boat judge a lone.  
 

(c)   Boat Timers: When speed control is not being used, a boat timer shall ride in 
the boat to check speeds with a stop watch (see Rule 10.09), and a backup 

Timer is also required. Automatic timing devices may be substituted for the 
boat timers.  

 
(d)   Boat Crew:  There shall be two or three people in the boat.  

 
10.09 Timing  

(a)   The boat speed shall be validated by timing on each pass from the speed 
control sy stem (see 8.10(g)). In the event the speed control system fails to 

get an accurate time because of a m alfunction or missed time, see Rule 
10.10(b) (3) and (4). Where the time shows that the speed is slower than a l-

lowed, a reride is mandatory; where faster, a reride is at the contestantôs op-
tion if the pass was not complete . 

 
(b)   Timing Segments: Timing shall be from the entrance gate to the boat path 

alignment gate or exit gate following the buoy at which the last full point is 
scored in the pass. (Refer to applicable All Buoy Timing Charts in the Appendix)  

Acceptable timing methods may be magnetic point to po int or calculated virtual 

timing provided such methods and timing components of the speed control sy s-
tem are tested and approved.  
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(c)   Official times and tolerances for the various slalom speeds are listed in the 
Appendix . Also see Rule 10.17.  

 
10.10 Rerides  

(a)  Unfair Conditions:  See Rules 7.01, 7.02 and 7.03.  
 

(b)  Times Out of Tolerance  
 

(1)   If the time is too slow, a reride is mandatory.  
 

At class E, L, and R events, if the pass was not complete, the skier may 
not improve his score over that obtained on th e slow pass. However, if 

the speed is so slow that it is equal to or below the fast tolerance of the 

next slower pass, then the skier may improve his score on the reride.  
 

If the slow time pass was complete, the skier has the option to skip to 
any higher s peed and/ or shorter line length instead of repeating the 

pass. If the skier exercises this option and makes a perfect pass, he 
receives credit for both passes. However, if the pass is missed, he will 

receive credit for the buoys as if it were the lower, sk ipped pass.  
 

(2)   If the time is fast and the skier falls or misses, the skier shall have the 
option of a reride but shall not be scored less than the score o btained on 

the pass leading to the reride.  
 

(3)   Missed Times: If the applicable segment  time is missed, t he provisions 
above shall be applied as though the time was slow, except that  the 

skier may improve his score , may accept the highest score with a good 

applicable segment time, or receive an optional reride with a protected 
score equal to the highest score  with a good  applicable segment  time. 

(Also see Interpretations)  
 

(4)   If the boat time is OK or fast on an incomplete pass, but the speed co n-
trol has failed or malfunctioned and the skier received an irregular or i n-

consistent speed as a result, the skier may be given an optional reride 
with a protected score. If the time was slow the score is not protected, 

but the skier may improve. If the time is missed see rule 10.10(b)(3).  
(See 7.01 and 8.10(f) and Rules Interpret ations).  

 
(c)  Boat Path Deviates Outside t he Bounds of Boat Gates:  See Rule 10.08(a).  

 
(d)  Procedure:  

 

(1)   Immediately following any one pass for which the timer records a speed 
that requires or makes optional a reride for the skier, the skier shall be 

notified of the facts and told he must or may repeat that pass.  
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(2)   If a reride is to be taken, the boat shall return through the course in an 
unscored pass, and the reride shall then be given in the original dire c-

tion through the course. The boat will proceed to the proper end of the 
course, stop, and drop the skier into the water just as if the line were to 

be shortened, and then proceed.  
 

(3)   If there are more than two rerides, the skier shall have the option of r e-

questing a five -minute rest before continuing. Also see Rule 7.02.  
 

(4)   When weather, tourname nt -supplied equipment, or some other reason 
not the fault of the skier causes a delay of more than ten minutes b e-

tween slalom passes, the skier shall be allowed an unscored warm up 
pass, in the opposite direction of the reride, with a protected score on 

passes already completed , or the skier may start over without a pr o-
tected score . However , the Chief Judge, with the approval of the major i-

ty of the Appointed Judges, may deny this option if there is reason to 
believe that further delays will preclude finishi ng the tournament in a 

timely manner or otherwise work to the disadvantage of the remaining 
skiers.  

 
10.11 Handle Throws  

A contestant may refuse to enter the official slalom course on any  pass by thro w-
ing the handle in the air before the entrance gate. He  shall not be penalized for 

so doing, provided the refusal was for a reason acceptable to a majority of the 
event judges. The skier must be ready to ski immed iately upon the boatôs return. 

Should the skier not be ready or should the reason for the handle t hrow not be 
acceptable, he shall be disqualified from the remainder of the event for that 

round. See Rule 10.15 regarding damaged equipment.  

 
10.12 Points for Buoys  

A buoy not missed is credited as follows up to the point of the first miss:  

 
(a)   ¼ point whe n the  skier crosses the C -D and X -Y lines  in skiing position (Rule 

8.07) before the buoy to be rounded (See Slalom Scoring Diagram in the 
Appendix); however, if the skier passes on the inside of the buoy, he shall 

not receive the ¼ point.  

  
(b)   ½ point when t he skier has re -crossed the C -D line in skiing position before 

the level of the next buoy or end gate.  
 

(c)   1 point when the skier has crossed the line of the gate buoys before passing 
the level of the next buoy (or the end gate in the case of the final buoy)  with 

a tight line under the power of the boat  without falling.  
 

The intent of the tight line is to ensure the safety of the skier.   This means 
that if the skier can only cross the line of the buoys with a slack line then he 

will not get the full point so  there is no reason to try that.   The end gate case 
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is different because of the spacing and thus if the skier can cross the gate 
line before the end gate buoy and ski away he will be awarded the full buoy.  

 
(d)   For judging purposes, the front foot of the skie r shall be used to determine 

the point at which the skier crosses the quarter, half, and full point buoy 
lines (or the end gate in case of the final buoy).  

 

10.13 Scoring  

(a)   The scorers shall receive the judgesô individual tabulations after each pass. 
Any d isagreement shall be decided by a majority of event judges b efore the 

next pass or b efore the next competitor is permitted to ski.  
 

(b)   Points are earned toward placement in the event for each full, half, or qua r-

ter point scored in succession without a miss o f a buoy or end gate (Rule 
10.12).  

  
(c)   The contestant with the most consecutive points earned at the shortest rope 

length at the fastest speed where the miss occurred shall be the winner of 
the event. In a case where two or more skiers have the same number of 

consecutive points but at different boat speeds and/or rope lengths, the skier 
with the fastest boat speed where the miss occurred shall be declared the 

winner  except when skiing above division max imum the speed will be as if at 
division maximum . If the y still have the same score, the shortest rope length 

shall be used to determine the winner.  
 

(d)   Scoring Waived Passes:  
 

(1)   Miss on First Pass: The skier shall receive only the points scored without 

add itions for the waived passes.  
 

(2)   Skier Has Complete Pass:  Six points shall be added to the skierôs score 
for each skipped or waived passes . 

 
(3)   Skier Has Complete Pass but Slow Boat Speed and Exercises Option to 

Advance to the Next Pass per Rule 10.10(b)(1): If the skier makes a 
complete pass, he shall receive cre dit for both passes. If the pass is 

missed, the skier shall receive credit for buoys as if it were the lower, 
skipped pass.  

 
(4)   Skier Elects the Option to Start at Any Line Length Other Than 23 -meter 

at Below Maximum Speed: He shall be credited with six buoy s for every 
pass he makes b elow the maximum speed. When the maximum speed is 

reached, if the skier makes a complete pass, he shall receive credit for 

any longer length passes. If the pass is missed, he shall receive credit 
for buoys as if it were the 23 -me ter pass.  

 
(e)   Scoring Rerides: The affected pass shall be re -scored in accordance with the 

above (Rules 10.13(a) through (c)) and with Rules 10.04 and 10.12.  



 

49  

 
(f)   Scoring Ties: The skier who scores the most consecutive points shall be a d-

judged the winner. Refer  to Rule 10.14 (Ties).  
 

(g)   In the event a contestant inadvertently receives a speed higher, or a rope 
length shorter, than the intended pass, the skier shall be given the option of 

receiving credit for the actual score, accepting credit for the originally r e-

quested speed or rope length  (assuming a perfect pass) or taking a reride  
with score protected . 

 
(h)  In the event a contestant inadvertently receives a speed slower or a rope 

length longer than the intended pass, the skier shall be given the option of 
opting u p (see Rule 10.10(b)(1)) to any pass which follows the intended pass 

(assuming the pass taken was perfect), accepting credit for the actual pass 
as skied  or taking a reride.  

 
10.14 Ties  

(a)   A tie shall exist when two or more skiers have the same score, great er than 
zero, in consecutive points earned at the same boat speed and line length. 

For situations where two contestants have equal points but at different 
speeds and/or line lengths, see Rule 10.13(c).  

 
(b)   If a tie exists, there shall be a new drawing for ru nning order. Run -offs shall 

start by repeating the pass before the one in which the miss occurred, e x-
cept when the tie occurs at the skiersô minimum starting speed, in which 

case the starting speed will remain the same.  
 

(c)   If another tie results, the pass a t which the original miss occurred shall be 

used with a new drawing for order. If a tie still exists, it will be d eclared a tie.  
 

(d)   Ties shall be run off for the first five places at Regionals  and Nationals and 
the first three places in all other tournament s.  

 
(e)   A two -way tie for second place would eliminate third place, while a three -

way tie for second place would eliminate third and fourth places, etc.  
 

(f)   Ties in multi - round tournaments shall be determined as follows: Highest si n-
gle round total; if a tie sti ll exists, the next highest single round t otal; etc.  

 
10.15 Damaged Equipment  

If a skier notices that his equipment is damaged after a handle throw, a run that 
leads to a reride , or a completed pass , but prior to the boat star t ing for the next 

pass,  the e vent judges may grant him, upon immediate request, three minutes to 
repair or change the damaged equipment. The three -minute period should start 

upon the request being granted by the judges. If the skier is not ready to ski at 
the end of the three -minute p eriod, he shall not be allowed to continue in that 

round. If this occurs in the case of a mandatory reride, the pass that brought 
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about the reride shall be scored  zero. If this occurs in the case of an optional r e-
ride, the skier will be credited with the s core obtained in the run that brought 

about the r eride.  
 

10.16 Slalom Equipment and Definitions  

(a)   Slalom Judging Area: An elevated observation point that provides an uno b-

structed view of the slalom course, at least 3 meters (10' ) above the water, 
shall be provided. More than one such observation point is permissible and 

desirable. At least two, on opposite sides of the course, are required for 
Record Capability tournaments and recommended for all other tournaments. 

If an observation point is located more th an 100 feet back from the course 
centerline, it is recommended that it be elevated approximately ten percent 

above the water (one foot in height for each ten feet back from the course 

centerline). It is also recommended that each observation point be place d 
along a line extending at a 44 -degree angle from the center of the entrance 

gate at that end of the course. See also Rule 10.08(b) for an optional m e-
thod of judging slalom.  

 
In Class C tournaments and below,  if no slalom towers are used, the judges 

shall  be stationed with the best possible view of the course.  
 

(b)  Buoys:  For specifications see Rule 8.09.  
 

(1)   Skier buoys and the end gate buoys shall be bright red or orange.  
 

(2)   The interior boat guide buoys shall be bright yellow, except that the 55m 
alignm ent buoys outside the course on either end shall be of a contras t-

ing color (green is recommended).  

 
(3)   For Record Capability tournaments, buoys must either be individually 

anchored to the bottom or suspended on cross -ways lines anchored on 
opposite sides of the course. Floating ñcableò courses which are anc-

hored solely at the ends of a centerline cable are not permitted for 
Record Capability tournaments.  

 
(c)  Tow lines used for the Slalom event must conform to Rule 8.04 and the Tow 

Lines Dimension Chart in t he Appendix and  be supplied with colored loops or 
sections in the following sequence:  

 

Section  Color  

23.00 -meter to 18.25 -meter  neutral  

18.25 -meter to 16.00 -meter  red  

16.00 -meter to 14.25 -meter  orange  

14.25 -meter to 13.00 -meter  yellow  

13.00 -meter to 1 2.00 -meter  green  

12.00 -meter to 11.25 -meter  blue  



 

51  

11.25 -meter to 10.75 -meter  violet (blue/white)  

10.75 -meter to 10.25 -meter  neutral  

10.25 -meter to 9.75 -meter  pink  

9.75 -meter to 9.50 -meter  black  

9.50 -meter to 9.25 -meter  red  

9.25 -meter to end  neutral  

 

In the event any shortening loops are not installed, the tow line shall be of a 

neutral color from the final shortening loop to the handle end of the rope.  
 

At the option of the Tournament Committee  for Class E tournaments and b e-
low, tow lines without sh ortening loops may be provided and used  at the r e-

quest of the skier for 23.00 meter passes . 
 

(d)   Skier -Furnished Slalom Handle: The contestant may furnish his own handle, 
for which he is entirely responsible, with an attaching loop to attach to the 

tournament  line , and which must comply with the handle section dimensions 
in the Appendix . The contestant's handle may be of any m aterial. For Class E 

tournaments personal handles shall be measured by the dock starter imm e-
diately before the skier skis.  

 
(e)   A slalom re coil tube shall be installed on the tow rope in all sanctioned tou r-

naments, except that the Boys 1 and 2/Girls 1 and 2 divisions may be e x-

empted from this r equirement.  
 

(f)   Slalom ropes must use a shock tube that is a minimum of 60cm and a ma x-
imum of 120cm (a pproximately 2ô to 4ô). 

 
10.17 Tolerances  

The accuracy of all speeds shall be determined by the tables which appear in the 
Appendix  of the Rule Book. The measured times through the segments of the 

ti m ing course must fall within the tolerances listed in the  appropriate columns of 
these tables.  

 
(a)   Class N Tournaments or Below: The Wide  Tolerance ABT Chart in the Appe n-

dix may be used.  
 

(b)   Class C and  Record Capability Tournaments: The Standard  Tolerance ABT 
Chart in the Appendix shall be used for all skiers and all speeds at class C, E, 

L, or R tourn aments.  
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RULE 11 -  TRICKS  
 

11.01 General  

Each contestant shall be allowed two 20 -second passes through the trick course 

(except as provided in Rule 11.03), during which he may perform as many tricks 
as he can.  

 
11. 02 Trick Course  

Two sets of buoys approximately 230 meters apart shall establish the appro x-
imate area of the beginning of the trick pass from each direction (see Official 

Trick Course in the appendix) and be configured as an entry gate. The boat shall 
pass  through the entry gate.   The end of the pass shall be signified by the 20 -

second time interval only.  
 

11.03 Trick Pass  

Positioning tricks at the start of a pass must be done before the entrance 

gate.  Any trick completed before the entry gate will be trea ted as a pos i-
tional, out of course trick. Any trick completed after the entry gate will 

be treated as an in course trick.  

(a) After passing the approximate position of the entry gates the beginning of the 
trick pass shall begin:   

 
(1)  For a surface trick, at the first discernable rotation of the ski from the 

tracking d irection (or position).  
 

(2)  For a wake trick, at the earliest of the following to occur:  

 
(i)  At the first discernable rotation of the ski from the tracking direction 

(or p osition) as the ski er approaches the wake, or;  
 

(ii)  When the ski under the binding of the leading foot leaves the water 
surface no longer supporting the weight of the skier, or;  

 
(iii)  When the binding of the leading foot crosses the crest of the wake.  

 
(3)  It is the skierôs responsibility to start their pass within 15 meters after 

the entry gate buoys.   Re- rides will not be granted for reasons caused 
by a skierôs late start. 

 
(b)  The trick pass shall end when:  

 

(1)   Twenty seconds have elapsed from the beginning of the pass, w hich 
time shall be marked by sounding a loud audible device; or  

 
(2)   The skier falls in the course; or  
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(3)   Three minutes have elapsed, including any time to repair or replace 

equipment, from the time the skier fell; or  
 

(4)  The skier falls twice while practicin g.  
 

When using Video Based Frame Counting the last completed trick shall be 

defined as a skier regaining skiing position on such trick including the skierôs 
weight being supported by the ski on or before the final frame as indicated 

by spray under the lea ding binding of the ski.  
 

11.04 Falls  

(a)   Definition: See Rule 8.06.  

  
(b)   The skier is allowed one practice fall without penalty. If a second fall occurs 

before the start of the first pass, the skier shall not be permitted either pass. 
A fall at the conclusion of the first pass after the audible device has sounded 

shall not be considered a fall while practicing, if it is apparent that the fall r e-
sulted from a trick the skier was attempting to perform in the first pass. If a 

second fall occurs before the start of  the second pass, the contestant shall 
not be permitted the second pass.  

 
(c)   The stopping of the boat at the skierôs request to adjust line length or to pick 

up or drop a ski will not be scored as a fall.  
 

(d)   If the skier is granted three minutes for equipme nt repair in the event of a 
fall, in accordance with rule 11.15, then the skier shall receive no further 

passes if he is not on his skis within three minutes from the time the towboat 

returns to pick him up.  
 

(e)   A handle throw without cause, as decided by a  majority of the event judges, 
is co nsidered a fall while practicing.  

 
11.05 Boat Selection  

The skier shall be allowed his choice of the towboat types officially used by the tou r-

nament. The use of more than one boat for the skierôs two passes is prohibited.  

 
11.06 Boat Speed  

The skier shall tell the boat driver what speed he desires on each pass, and/or he 

may use the preparation time to set the speed up to 50m before entering the 
course. The skier is allowed to request a speed change after the 50m point, in-

cluding any time during the run itself, but by doing so must accept the speed 

given without the right to request a reride for incorrect speed.  
 

The skier must be given the speed setting he asks for before starting the run. If 
the wrong speed setting is g iven then that is a reason for a reride provided the 

skier does not subsequently change the speed.  
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11.07 Boat Path  

The boat shall follow, as closely as possible, the path specified by the judges for 
the event, such path to include the preparation time be fore each pass. The 

second pass shall be in the opposite direction. The boat must make a reasonably 
straight path through the course. If the skier falls during or at the end of the first 

pass he will receive a maximum of 30 seconds in which to be ready to be taken 
by the boat for his second pass.   At the skier's option, if he did not fall in his first 

pass, the boat may stop between passes for a maximum of 45 seconds.  In each 
case the time shall start when the boat gets to the skier.  In each case the skie r 

is allowed to change equipment but must be in the water ready to go within the 
appropriate time frame or he loses the right to his second pass.  

 

For Class C tournaments and below, and at the discretion of the Regional Exec u-
tive Vice President, both trick  passes may be run in the same dire ction if the site 

is not suitable for running them in opposite directions.  
 

11.08 Officials  

(a)   Shore Judges: There shall be five judges responsible  (at the option of the 
Chief Judge, 3 may be used for Class C tournaments a nd below)  for 

indepen dently d eciding the following:  

 
(1)   Judgments regarding Rules 7, 11.03, 11.04, and 11.12.  

 
(2)   Deciding with respect to each trick if it was performed according to the 

rules for that trick.  
 

(3)   Deciding if a trick is started after the beginnin g or completed before the 
end of the pass.   

(4)  Deciding if a fall or handle throw has occurred. (Rules 11.04 and 11.11)  
 

(5)  Deciding if a reride is to be given when requested by a skier.  
 

b)  When video review is available for scoring tricks as described in 11.20, the 

following are required:  

(1)  3 Shore Judges as described above (5 Recommended for major 
tournaments).  

(2)  1 Boat Judge, or at the option of the Chief Judge, a Reg/Sr Driver. 
(see 11.08.c)  

(3)  One immediate video playback may be permitted on each pass 
(see Rule 11.2 0) . 

 

(c)  Boat Judge: An additional judge shall ride in the boat. He shall check speeds, 
observe the boat path and stop the boat in the event of a dangerous cond i-

tion. He shall be authorized to grant rerides, at the skierôs option, for devia-
tions in boat speeds  and path as governed by Rules 7.01, 11.06 and 11.07. 
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The Chief Judge may designate the boat driver as the bo at judge in the event 
that a camera is operated from the boat.  

 
(d)   Official Timer: There shall be a timer on shore approximately in the ce nter of 

the  course. Alternatively, there may be a timer stationed at each end of the 
trick course with devices which actuate a timing device located approximat e-

ly in the center of the course. Where an automatic timing device is available 

which can select the median o f five or three separate triggering signals, the 
event judges may collectively serve as the off icial timer.  

 
(e)  Backup Timer:  A backup timer, with audible signal, must be provided.  

 
In Class C tournaments and below, the backup timer and device for the au d-

ib le signal may be eliminated at the option of the Chief Judge.  
 

In Class N and below tournaments, at the option of the Chief Judge, the t i-
mer on shore may be eliminated, in which case the boat judge shall become 

the timer, start the stop watch and then sou nd the audible device at the end 
of the pass. If there is no audible device available, the Chief Judge may have 

the boat judge signal the start and end of the pass with a flag.  
 

(f)  Video -Based Frame -Counting Device Operators: When using this method, two 

judge s (minimum rating of one Regular and one Assistant for Class E or two 
Assistants for Class C) may replace the official timer and backup timer as d e-

fined above. The two judges must agree on the starting frame and shall make 
a determination of the last trick  completed in time. If these two judges disa g-

ree, the Chief Judge (or his designee) will resolve the disagreement. The 
shore judges should not be permitted to observe the display of the video 

based frame counting device while the timing determination is be ing made by 
the timing officials.  

 
11.09 Timing  

(a)   At the start of the trick pass, the timer shall start his timing device with an 
audible sound that can be heard in the event judges' tower loc ations .  At the 

end of 20 seconds, he shall sound his audible devi ce, unless the skier falls 
within approximately the first 10 seconds.  In the event the official timer or 

device fails to operate, the backup timer and device shall apply.  
 

(b)   An automatic timer must be used for Record Capability Tricks events. An a u-
tomatic t imer that is accurate to within ± .10 se conds in 20 seconds may be 

used in Tricks events at a Class C tournament or below. Alternatively, a vi d-
eo-based frame -counting device that has been approved by the Technical 

Committee may be used.  

 
(c)   In the event both  timing devices should malfunction and the time is missed, 

refer to Rules 11.10(d) and 11.20(c).  
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11.10 Rerides  

(a)   Unfair Conditions: See Rules 7.01, 7.02 and 7.03.  

 
(b)   Boat Speed: A reride shall be granted if the boat judge or the boat driver o b-

serves the boa t speed to vary by more than ±  .8 kph  ( .5  mph).  
 

(c)   Boat Path: A reride shall be granted if the towboat does not follow the boat 
path e stablished for the tournament (Rule 11.07).  

 
(d)   Timing Devices: In the event both timing devices should malfunction and the 

t ime is missed (or in the judgment of the majority of the event judges the 
time was incorrect), the judges, under the supervision of the Chief Judge, 

will determine the time from the official video tape pr ovided the course entry 

buoys appear on the tape or a majority of the judges rule that the skier was 
in the course at the start of the run. If ne ither occurs, a reride is mandatory.  

 
(e)  Procedure:  

 
(1)   If a reride is granted, the reride shall be taken immediately. The reride 

shall then be given in the origin al direction through the course.  
 

(2)   If more than one pass in any run is disallowed for any reason, the skier 
shall have the option of requesting a five -minute rest before co mpleting 

the run. Also see Rule 7.02.  
 

(3)   If a skier receives less than 20 seconds, he  shall be granted the option 
of a r eride only on the pass affected. If the skier receives more than 20 

seconds, a r eride is mandatory.  

 
(4)   When weather, tournament -supplied equipment, or some other reason 

not the fault of the skier causes a delay of more tha n ten minutes b e-
tween trick passes, the skier shall be allowed an unscored warm up 

pass, in the opposite direction of the scoring pass to be taken, with a 
protected score on the first pass already completed . However, the Chief 

Judge, with the approval of t he majority of the Appointed Judges, may 
deny this option if there is reason to believe that further delays will 

pre clude finishing the tournament in a timely manner or otherwise work 
to the disadvantage of the remaining skiers.  

 
11.11 Handle Throws  

A cont estant may refuse to enter the official trick course on either pass by thro w-
ing the handle in the air or by being released by the quick release operator by 

means of a prearranged signal before passing the start gate . He shall not be p e-
nalized for doing so provided the refusal was for a reason acceptable to a major i-

ty of the event judges. The skier must be ready to ski immediately upon the 
boatôs return. Should the skier not be ready, the skier will lose one pass. If the 

skierôs refusal is accepted, the boat must repeat the regular path and once again 
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head for the trick course. A handle throw without cause will be cons idered a fall 
while practicing. See Rule 11.15 regarding damaged equipment.  

 
11.12 Trick Descriptions Credit and Point Values  

(a)   Except in the c ase of an attempted side slide (see Rule 11.12(i)), a trick is 
any activity that occurs between two hesitations. Hesitations are defined as 

the complete stopping of the ski(s) and not the body motion of the skier.  
 

(b)   To receive credit for any trick, the ski er must remain in or return to skiing 
position.  

 
(c)   Only tricks listed in the rules will be scored in a tournament.  

 

(d)   Credit may be received for performance of only one trick and the associated r e-
verse, if any, on one ski, and one trick and the associated re verse, if any, on 

two skis under each number listed. If a trick skier performs two tricks under the 
same number, the higher scoring trick should be credited regardless of which is 

performed first. Tricks may be repeated, but a repeated trick scores zero un less 
the judges ruled that the first a t tempt or attempts were unsuccessful.  

 
(e)  A wake turn is a trick performed in mid -air while crossing the crest of the wake. A 

wake turn not executed in mid -air and across the crest of the wake scores zero.  
The ski will ed ge towards the wake, then the push/pop comes first 

then the rotation, or the push/pop and rotation come at the same 
time.   The rotation cannot come before the push/pop.   An inadvertent 

touch of the water with the ski tip during the rotation is acceptable o n 
tricks with 540 degrees or more of rotation.  Definition of a Pre - turn :  A 

pre - turn is a turn off of a flat ski where the push/pop comes after the 

rotation has started . 

 

(f)   All reverse turns must immediately follow the basic turn in the same pass; ho w-
ever, a ny 180 -degree turn is allowed between two such turns. The reverse shall 

not be disallowed simply because it follows an attempted mu ltiple turn trick that 
is ruled not continuous, or if the basic trick is a repeated trick. Reverse turns 

under Trick Number 5  are limited to 360 degrees but may follow a 360 -degree, 
540 -degree or 720 -degree turn. Reverse tricks under Trick Number 12 are l i-

mited to 540 degrees, but may follow a 540 -degree or 720 -degree turn.  
 

(g)   There must be no stopping in the turning of the skis in a continuous turn.  
 

(h)   Stepover line tricks are credited only when the free foot touches the ski or 
water (except for the toehold stepover), or lifted ski touches the water. The 

skier may not put his leg or lifted ski across or on top of the line, the han dle 

or either arm until he begins to execute the turn. The stepover and turn a c-
tions must be simultaneous. Immediately on completion of a FB stepover 

turn, the skier must have at least one arm between his legs holding the ha n-
dle, except for the toehold ste pover. It is not required that the free foot or 
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ski touch the water prior to the exec ution of a stepover turn. A stepover turn 
not performed according to the rules scores zero. Toehold stepover tricks 

must be a simultaneous action. The towing foot may not touch the water 
du r ing execution of the stepover portion of the trick.  The touching of the 

to wing foot in the water immediately prior to or during the rotation of the ski 
while attempting a stepover trick will result in no credit for the trick. Howe v-

er, if  the towing foot touches the water after all rotation has been co mpleted, 

credit will be given. (Also see Interpretations)  
 

(i)   A Side Slide includes a 90 -degree turn from skiing position and a return to 
skiing position in the original direction. In order for  a Side Slide to be a credi t-

able trick, the skier must hesitate before commencing the trick, turn 90 d e-
grees to either side, stop, slide two meters, return to the starting position, 

and stop. To perform the reverse, the skier must turn 90 degrees in the op po-
site direction, stop, slide two meters, return to the starting position, and hes i-

tate again.  
 

(j)   A Wake Stepover 360 consists of a 180 -degree stepover and a 180 -degree 
turn combined, in either order, all done in the air off the wake in a continuous 

turn. A  Wake Stepover 540 consists of a 180 -degree stepover and a 360 -
degree turn combined, in either order, or a 180 -degree stepover preceded and 

followed by a 180 -degree turn combined, all done in the air off the wake in a 

continuous turn. A Wake Double Stepove r 540 consists of a 180 -degree st e-
pover and a wake stepover 360 combined, in either order, all done in the air 

off the wake in a continuous turn. The stepover portion of the turn must co n-
form to all of the rules governing stepovers as noted in Rule 11.12(h ).  

 
(k)  In ski line tricks, both feet must be on the ski and pass over the line while in 

midair. The feet may pass over the line at any point during the execution of 
the turn. The line must be out of the water during the e xecution of the turn. 

This does not i nclude the inadvertent hitting of the rooster tail near the boat .  
 

(l)   Trick skiers may use only one line. Helper lines are proh ibited.  
 

(m)  A toe turn is the execution of a trick with the skier being towed exclusively 
by one foot, and upon the completion of the trick, supported by one ski.  

 

(n)  Once the skier has put the toe strap on his foot, any trick performed in which 
the foot in the strap intentionally touches the ski during the setup or exec u-

tion of the trick shall not be scored.  
 

(o)  For wake flips with bo dy rotation, the body rotation must be done simult a-
neously with the flip, not before or after. The BFLB is not considered a 180 -

degree turn for purposes of reverse turns as in Rule 11.12(f). Additionally, for 
the BFLLB, the reverse must land in the opposit e wrap or turn in the o pposite 

direction. Also, specifically for the BFLLB, the stepover portion of the trick 
must be done simultaneously with the flip and the body rotation.  
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To receive credit for any wake flip, it is required that both feet be higher tha n 
the head and in approximately the same vertical plane at some point during 

the execution of the trick. A front wake flip shall be defined as a forward 
somersault done in the air off the wake, in which the tail of the ski passes up 

and over the head as th e head goes down and forward. The rotation must be 
in the direction of travel.  

 

The reverse BFL is defined as a BFL leading with the opposite shoulder and 
traveling in the opposite direction (right to left vs. left to right) from the orig i-

nal BFL immed iate ly preceding it.  
 

(p)  BFL 5F  and BFL5B  must be done hand - to - hand. The rope may not be 
wrapped around the body to assist the turn. This does not prohibit the 

simple back position wrap where the rope does not go around the 
body.  

 
11.13 Scoring  

(a)   The scorer shall r eceive the judgesô individual tabulations and, in the event 
of a di screpancy, shall decide the tricks to be scored on the basis of a simple 

majority. If five judges are calling the event, then three judges must give 
credit for the trick to be scored. Where  three judges are calling the event, 

then two judges must give credit. The official score and placement in the 
event shall be determined on the basis of the total points for credited tricks 

performed in both passes. Score values for individual tricks are s hown in the 
Official Trick Point Value Table in the A ppendix . 

 
(b)   A trick not completed before the end of the pass shall not be scored. If a 

contestantôs pass is concluded during the execution of a multiple-turn trick, 

the portion of the trick, whether conti nuous or not, completed before the 
conclusion of the pass shall not be scored.  

 
(c)   A trick completed before the end of the pass shall not be scored if the skier 

ult imately falls as a result of that trick, even if the fall is after the conclusion 
of the pass.  

 
(d)   Only tricks listed in the rules will be scored in a tournament.  

 
(e)   In the case of a multiple turn trick where the judges disagree, the conte s-

tantôs score shall be based on the highest number of turns credited by the 
majority of the event judges.  

 
11.14 T ies  

(a)  In the event of a tie, the highest scoring single pass shall determine the wi n-
ner. If a tie still exists, there shall be a new drawing for order and each tying 

contestant shall be allowed one pass through the trick course until the tie is 
broken.  
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(b)  Ties  shall be run off for the first five places at Regionals and Nationals and 
the first three places in all other tournaments.  

 
(c)  A two -way tie for second place would eliminate third place, while a three -way 

tie for second place would eliminate third and fourth  places.  
 

(d)  Ties in tricks in multi - round tournaments shall be determined by the highest 

single round. If a tie still exists, the next highest single round, etc. If the tie 
still exists after all rounds, then the highest single pass, the next highest 

single pass, etc., shall be used to determine the winner.  
 

11.15 Damaged Equipment  

If a skier notices that his equipment is damaged  after a handle throw, a pass that 

leads to a reride or a completed pass  the event judges may grant him, upon i m-
mediate request, thr ee minutes to repair or change the damaged equipment. The 

three -minute period should start upon the request b eing granted by the judges . 
If the skier is not ready to ski at the end of the three -minute period, he shall not 

be allowed to continue in that rou nd.  
 

11.16 Tricking Equipment and Definitions  
 

(a)   Trick Judging Area: An elevated observation area that provides an uno b-
structed view of the trick course, at least 3 meters (10') above the water, 

shall be provided. If an observation point is located more th an 30 meters 
(100ô) from the boat path, it is recommended that the tower be elevated ap-

proximately ten percent above the water (one foot in height for each ten feet 
back from the boat path).  Alternatively, a video feed from the boat to the  

panel of judges may be used.  

 
In Class C tournaments and below, the requirement that an observation 

point be el evated may be waived, although it is not recommended.  
 

(b)   Quick -Release Operator: A skier will be allowed the option of a person of his 
choice, excluding the offic ial boat judge or driver, to act as a quick - release 

operator. This person will be considered a part of the skierôs equipment and 
be subject to Rule 7.07(a).  

 
(c)   Trick Release: If used, the trick release shall normally be skier -supplied 

equipment. However, a skier may accept a tournament -supplied release m e-
chanism. In either case, the skier is fully responsible for any release or ma l-

function of the device, and no request for a reride will be granted for 
premature or accidental release. A rope trick release mec hanism up to 60cm 

(24ò) may be used (see Rule 12.05(c)). (Also see Interpretations)  

 
(d)  Buoys: For specifications see Rule 8.09.  
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11.17 Speed Calibration  

Times for speedometer calibration at trick speeds are for the speed indicated from 

the slalom cour se entry gates to the third buoy (109 meters). See Appendix.  
 

11.18 Disqualification  

The skier -supplied release person would subject the skier to disqualification in the 

event he interferes vocally or physically with the duties of the boat driver or the 
boat judge. (Also see Rules 7.07(a) & (b) and Interpretations).  

 
11.19 Communication Between Passes  

Skiers in the Tricks event, or other persons, shall not communicate with the 

judges b etween passes for the purpose of determining whether a trick or tricks 

attempted in the first pass were scored.  
 

11.20 Video  
 

The Tricks event shall be recorded at all Record Capability tournaments (and 
other tournaments whenever possible)  by a video camera from a suitable 

shore judging position (Class E), or from the boat (Class E, L & R) . If more 
than one video camera is used, the Chief Judge shall declare one as off icial prior 

to the start of the event. (See Rules 11.08(a), (b)  and (f) )  

The video recording may only be shown as an aid to the event judges under the 

followin g circumstances:  
 

(a)   At the request of the Chief Judge, if it is not possible for the scorers to obtain 
a m ajority decision as to the trick or tricks performed.  

 

(b)   At the request of the Chief Judge, if it is not possible for the scorers to obtain 
a m ajority d ecision as to whether or not credit is to be given for a trick.  

 
(c)   At the request of an event judge or the Chief Scorer, in circumstances which 

the Chief Judge regards as exceptional, the event judges may review the 
tapes. This request should not be granted  if the intention is to change a 

judgeôs decision on credit or no credit for the trick.  
 

(d)   At the request of a majority of the event judges to determine the time for 
the pass (see Rule 11.10(d)).  

 
(e)   For all trick runs over 10,000 points for men or over 7,00 0 points for women, 

any time there is a 3 -2 split on the last trick in time, a designated, qualified 
judge shall be appointed by the Chief Judge to review the video. If the de s-

ignated person does not agree with the decision, it will then be reviewed by 

the  Chief Judge. If both the video reviewer and the Chief Judge agree, their 
decision will stand; otherwise the event judges will have to review the video.  
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(f)   In circumstances which the Chief Judge regards as exceptional, the Chief 
Judge may review the tape an d ask the Event Judges to look at the run again 

so that the correct score may be established.  
 

(g)   At the request of an event judge (and approved by the Chief Judge) the vi d-
eo may be reviewed to establish credit or no credit of a trick or tricks, pr o-

vided tha t the judge(s) states which trick(s) he wishes to review. It is not 

the intention to review the entire run.  
 

 
 

RULE 12 -  SAFETY REQUIREMENTS  
 

12.01 General  

No skier or official shall be allowed to participate if, in the opinions of the Safety 

Director and Chief Judge, the individual is under the influence of alcohol, drugs, 
or any other mind altering substance, or if his participation would be a danger to 

himself or others. During the competition, the Safety Director may at any time 
request that the Chief J udge halt the tournament in regard to any skierôs actions 

or condition.  
 

12.02 Safety Responsibilities  

When applying for sanctioning of a tournament, the sponsoring affiliate shall a p-

point a rated Safety Director. The Safety Director may appoint such assi stants as 
appear nece ssary and shall be responsible for the safe condition of all equipment 

and facilities, and operation of the tournament as referenced in the Official Tou r-
nament Safety Manual. He shall have the authority to take whatever action is n e-

cessary, including stopping the tou rnament, whenever he observes a condition he 
believes unsafe. The Chief Judge may overrule any contemplated action or dec i-

sion of the Safety D irector.  
 

12.03 Waiving Disqualification Time Periods  

Should the Safety Director stop a tournament for any reason, disqualification 

time periods (Rules 2.06, 7.02, 9.10, 10.10, and 11.10) shall not run so long as 
the tournament is stopped.  

 
12.04 Safety Requirements  

Skis must be safe. There must be no unnecessary sharp or abrasive (to  the 
touch) parts or other attachments to the ski which would possibly inflict injury to 

the skier should he come in contact with the ski in a fall.  
 

12.05 Personal Protective Equipment  

(a)   Flotation Devices: Flotation devices shall be of non - inflatable desi gn, meeting 

the following specifications:  
 

(1)   They must be of a smooth, soft material not likely to cause injury in a fall.  
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(2)   They must be fastened in such a manner that they are unlikely to be 

torn loose, so as to render them useless in a hard fall.  
 

(3)   They must float the skier.  
 

(4)   They must be constructed so as to provide adequate protection from i m-

pact damage to the ribs and internal organs. (A life belt shall not be 
considered ad equate protection in this respect.)  

 
All contestants in Slalom and Jumping even ts must wear a Coast Guard -

approved Type III PFD. At the skierôs own personal risk, he may wear a neo-
prene, nylon (or similar material) covered suit or vest specifically designed 

by a manufacturer for that purpose. In every instance, it must be capable of 
floating the skier.  

 
(b)   Protective Head Gear: Use of protective head gear in the Jumping event is 

mandatory. Protective head gear is defined as an article of apparel whose 
manufacture and use is solely for the purpose of protecting the head from i n-

jury. It i s recommended that such head gear be constructed of high - impact 
material, have a three -point chin strap suspension, be non -bucketing and be 

of good fit.  

 
(c)   In the trick event, the tow rope will be attached directly to the tow pylon or 

supplied trick release . Manipulation of the tow rope by the release person 
during the perfor mance of tricks is prohibited.  

 
12.06 Safety Boat  

At least one (two are recommended) safety boat(s) shall be used during all 
events unless a majority of the Appointed Judges and the Safe ty Director agree 

that this is not necessary, in which case safety people will be positioned on the 
shore. The suggested positio ning of the boat or safety people is:  

 
(a)   Slalom Events: Operating outside of the course between plane of Number 2 

and Number 5 s kier buoys.  
 

(b)   Jumping Events: Operating on the opposite side of the ramp, outside of the 
jump course buoys, facing the skierôs anticipated point of landing. 

 
(c)   Tricks Events: Operating outside of the course buoys, facing the skier during 

a pass.  
 

12.07 Safe ty Personnel  

The safety boat rider and shore swimmer(s) shall wear Coast Guard -approved life 

jackets which are fastened at all times.  
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12.08 Safety Directorôs Report and Checklist 

For the Chief Judge to receive credit for the tournament, the Safety Direc torôs 

Report and Safety Directorôs Checklist must be completed, signed and returned 
with the Master Scorebook, even if no injuries occurred.  

 
12.09 Drivers  

No driver of a towboat or safety boat shall pick up a ski, skier, or rope from the 
water with the i gnition on.  

 
12.10 Smoking  

Smoking is not allowed at any time in any official tournament boat (either to w-

boats or safety boats).  

 
 

RULE 13 -  OPTIONAL TOURNAMENT FORMATS  
 

13.01 Multi - Round  Tournaments  

At Record Capability tournaments and below, the sponso ring club may elect, with 
the e xpress approval of the Regional Executive Vice President, to hold a multi -

round type tou rnament. Such a tournament shall conform to the following rules, 

in lieu of the related rules for events, overall scoring, and contestant  order:  
 

(a)   The tournament may consist of either two or three rounds of competition in 
each event scheduled. The announcement must state the number of rounds. 

Tournaments shall be limited to a maximum of three rounds of any one 
event on days specified in Rul e 1.09, except as provided for in 13.02(a).  

 
(b)   Subsequent rounds may be cut to a specified number of competitors based 

on the contestantsô scores in the round(s) preceding the cut. The announce-
ment must state the number of contestants allowed in the rounds after el i-

minations.  
 

(c)   Each event and overall shall be scored, for purposes of placement, by tota l-
ing the scores of all rounds for that contestant as scored under the  normal  

rules, or at the sponsorôs option, any combination of rounds may be used. 

The ann ouncement shall state which of these alternatives is being followed. 
In regard to scoring any ñcombinationò of rounds, the sponsor can elect to 

use only one round. Whatever method is used for scoring must be stated in 
the tournament announcement.  

 
(d)  In a multi - round tournament, no skier shall ski a subsequent round of a gi v-

en division's  event until all previous rounds of that division's event have 
been completed. It is not mandatory to ski in all rounds to be considered for 

placement unless the tou rnamen t announcement so states.  
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13.02 Head - to - Head Competition  

At Record Capability tournaments and below, with the express approval of the 

Regional Executive Vice President (cash award requires approval of the Executive 
Committee), Head - to -Head Competition ma y be held. A preliminary contest for 

seeding may be held, or seeding can be based on previous performances, R e-
gional, National, or World Rankings.  

 
(a)  Rounds: The tournament shall consist of no more than three prelim i-

nary, non -elimination based rounds and no more than six total rounds.  
Scores obtained in any round may be included in the ranking list in the 

same manner that non -elimination based tournaments are included 
(i.e. generally the best round score).   

 

(b)  Cutting Procedure: Each elimination round shall re duce the field of 
competitors advancing to a subsequent round by 50%.  

 
(c)  Recommended Procedures:  
 

(i)  Pairings: The top skiers are paired high score against low score. 
The high score skier may choose to go out first or second at each 

pairing. In Slalom, all skie rs must start at the same predete r-
mined speed and line length.  

 
(ii)  General: In each head - to -head pair in slalom , the first skier shall 

attempt a pass followed by the second skier in an alternating 
manner until a skier misses or falls.  Jumping and Tricks even ts 

may be run in the same ma nner.  
 

(iii)  Boats: Two alternating boats and drivers may  be used in all 

events. The order shall be determined by the Chief Judge.  
 
 

(d)  Placement: Placement shall be determined by final round scores only 
(see Rules 9.13, 10.13, and 11.13 ). The contestant with the most co n-

secutive points, longest jump or highest score in each head - to -head 
pair shall be the winner of that pair. The contestant winning the pairing 

in the final round shall be the winner of the event. The other skier in 
the fin al pair shall be considered as the second place skier. Third and 

fourth place may also be determined in an add itional pairing.  
 

 

(e)  Ties: Ties may  be determined on a round - to - round basis only and run 

off if required under Rules 9.14, 10.14, or 11.14. In Sl alom, if the skier 
going second fails to exceed the score of the skier who went first, the 

skier who went first wins the round.  
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RULE 14 -  RECORDS  
 

14.01 AWSA Recognition  

The AWSA shall recognize records for slalom performances, jump distances, and 

trick per formances for each division listed under Rule 3.02 in tournaments of 
Record Capability only. (Specific requirements for conducting a Record Capability 

tournament appear in Rule 15.) Only US Citizens, with USA WS Full Active Me m-
bership are eligible to set A WSA records. Citizens of other countries are not elig i-

ble to set AWSA records. U.S. skiers may set AWSA records in international 
tournaments shown to meet the standards of a tournament of Record Capability. 

Run-offs of ties are used solely for determining placement, therefore a run -off 
performance is not eligible for consideration as a record.  

 

14.02 Performance Requirements  

For any division, the longest jump distance, highest slalom score, or highest trick 
score in a round of a tournament of Record Capabi lity shall be co nsidered for a record 

if it equals or exceeds the official record performed before that round of the tourn a-
ment. A skier competing in the Open Division may have his performance recognized 

as a record for his respective age division, provide d the performance is accomplished 
under conditions consi stent with the requirements for that age division. If more than 

one performance in a round of a tournament equals or exceeds the official record pe r-

formed before that round of the tournament, all such  performances shall be submi t-
ted for consideration, although only the highest of those which satisfies the review 

requirements shall be recognized. Open Division jump records shall be listed in m e-
ters and must exceed the existing record by at least 10 cent imeters. Eligible perfo r-

mances which equal an existing record (other than by a current holder of that record) 
may be recognized, whereupon that skier would become co -holder of the record.  

 
Whenever a new age division is created, or a change is made in the  age ranges 

for an existing division, or a change is made in the performance co nditions for an 
event for an age division, a benchmark score shall be established for that event, 

unless that benchmark would be lower than the exis t ing record. This benchmark 
shall be the highest score achieved at the previous National Championships in 

that event by a skier eligible for the affected division.  
 

When a benchmark score is used to establish a basis for setting records, it shall 

not be considered as the event record.  Only scores that equal or exceed the 
benchmark shall be considered for a record.  

 
Where a benchmark cannot be established by the highest score at the previous 

National Championships, or in other circumstances where such a benchmark 
would clearly be inequi table, the benchmark shall then be established jointly by 

the Skierôs Qualification and the Technical Committees.  
 

14.03 Site Specifications  

Specifications of equipment, courses, measuring devices and methods shall be set 

in a ccordance with the Rule Book a nd shall be recorded on AWSA Record Forms, to 
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be completed and certified by the Chief Judge and other required officials. Add i-
tional requirements specific to Record Capability tournaments (beyond the normal 

requirements listed throughout this Rule Book) ar e listed in Rule 15.06.  
 

14.04 Record Forms  

Record forms shall be devised in accordance with these rules by the Technical 

Committee  approved by the Board of Directors. All requirements for the record 
submission and approval process will be set forth in th e official application form . 

 
(a)  For a Tricks record to be considered, the official video must be reviewed by 

the judges . Subsequent to the scoring of an event and the existence of a 
tentative r ecord, the judges for the event shall review the tape to dete rmine 

the scoring of the record on the basis of the tape. Any changes in the scoring 

resulting from this review shall not change the results of the tournament i t-
self (although the provisions of Rule 11.20 may otherwise result in official 

scoring changes). The video tape (standard size VHS cassette) and the orig i-
nal judges scoring sheets shall accompany the record a pplication.  

 
(b)  For a Slalom record to be considered, video of the boat path is required (see 

Rule 15.07(d) below) for all passes. The video ta pe (on standard size VHS 
cassette) shall accompany the record application.  

 
For Slalom  the final two passes on the video tape will be examined by the 

Technical Chairman or his designee  to verify that the boat path is within the 
following deviation specific ations: Maximum deviation of the boat on a p-

proach to each buoy/gate is 20 cm (8 inches) toward the side of the skier 
buoy. The Total Cumulative Deviation (the algebraic sum of the individual 

deviations) is to be evaluated based on the score for the pass, a s follows:  

 

Score  Limit  Score  Limit  

0.25 -  1.00  20 cm  3.25 -  4.00  40 cm  

1.25 -  2.00  28 cm  4.25 -  5.00  45 cm  

2.25 -  3.00  35 cm  5.25 -  6.00  49 cm  

 

(c)  For a Jump record to be considered, when using a video -based jump distance 
mea surement system, the appl ication shall include the survey, a copy of the 

video (standard size VHS cassette), a gif formatted file of the record jump, a 
gif file of the video grid box if in the record jump gif any of the buoys are o b-

scured, and all configuration and setup files app ropriate for the system being 

used to allow independent verific ation.  
 

14.05 Application Procedure  

(a)   It shall be the skierôs responsibility to promptly notify the Chief Judge, or 
other event judge, if he believes his performance may qualify as a r ecord.  
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(b )  It shall be the Chief Judgeôs responsibility to complete the record application 
form, with assistance from the Chief Scorer and Technical Controller and 

other event or appointed officials, as may be required by the Record Form. 
The completed Record Form and other required materials, as specified in the 

Record Form, shall be sent by the Chief Judge to the Chairman of the Tec h-
nical Committee within 21 days of the date of the performance. In addition, 

the Technical Controller of the tournament shall send not ification of the pe r-

formance to the Chairman of the Technical Committee within 10 days of the 
performance. After review, the Chairman shall forward recommendations, to 

the AWSA President for final a pproval.  
 

 
RULE 15 -  RECORD CAPABILITY TOURNAMENTS  

 
15.01  Tournaments at Which AWSA Records May Be Set  

AWSA records may be set at World Championships, National Championships, 
Record C apability Regional Championships, and other tournaments meeting the 

standards for Record Capability. There are three classificatio ns of Record Capabi l-
ity tournaments, whose applicability and requirements are summarized in the 

chart that appears in the Appendix. Class L and R tournaments must meet or e x-
ceed the standards of the IWWF  Rule Book, and must be sanctioned by the Pan 

America n Region of the IWWF , as well as by USA W ater Ski.  
 

(a)   National Championships: The National Championships must meet the qualif i-
cations of a tournament with Record Capability, and it shall be the respons i-

bility of the Chief Judge and other Appointed Judges t o determine that it 
does so qualify.  

 

(b)   Regional Championships: The Regional Championships are encouraged to 
meet the qualifications of Record Capability. It shall be the responsibility of 

the Regional Council to determine if it wishes to impose these stand ards on 
the Regional Tournament and, if imposed, it shall be the responsibility of the 

Chief Judge and other A ppointed Judges to determine that it does so qualify.  
 

(c)   Tournaments with Record Capability: Tournaments with Record Capability 
shall be specifical ly sanctioned tournaments meeting standards as detailed 

below and su mmarized in the Appendix.  
 

(d)   A tournament sanctioned at one of the three levels of Record Capability may 
conduct individual events at a lower sanction classification than that of the 

tourna ment as a whole. In such cases, the applicable classification code must 
be indicated in the off icial scorebook for each skier performance listed.  

 

15.02 Sanction and General Tournament Organization  

(a)   The sanction application for a tournament with Record Cap ability must be 
submitted directly to USA Water Ski Headquarters no later than 14  days 

prior to the scheduled start of the tournament. Record Capability tourn a-
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ments other than National Entry (Class E) must also be sanctioned by the 
Pan American Region of t he IWWF . 

 
(b)   In order to produce a Record Capability tournament, a sponsor must have pr o-

duced a sanctioned tournament during or since the prior two cale ndar years.  
 

(c)   Divisions and events to be scheduled shall be at the option of the tourn a-

ment spo nsors and m ay include any or all of those included in Rule 3.02.  
 

(d)   Exceptions to the rules allowed as under Rule 1.11 are permitted and will be 
approved in the manner specified in the rules.  

 
(e)   Tournaments may have multiple rounds as permitted by Rule 13.  

 
15.03 Certi fication of Competition Courses  

(a)   The Technical Committee shall devise and publish standards for the certific a-
tion of competition courses. Such standards shall require that all slalom and 

jump course buoys and the jump ramp and meter station pivot centers b e l o-
cated by appropriate survey methods. The inter - relationships among these 

objects shall be derived there from, and must be within the location tolerances 
shown in the Official Slalom and Jump Course Diagrams in the Appendix.  

 
(b)   The competition slalom and  jump courses required for the events scheduled 

for the tournament must be certified in advance of the tournament by either 
one of the fo llowing two procedures:  

 
(1)   The slalom course and the jump course shall be surveyed by either a l i-

censed surveyor, acting  as such, or by a person independent of the 

tournament sponsors who satisfies the Chairman of the Technical Co m-
mittee as to his competence prior to the survey, no more than 90 but no 

less than 30 days prior to the tournament. The survey and supporting 
deta il shall be forwarded to the Appointed Technical Controller for the 

tournament at least one week prior to the tourn ament.  
 

(2)   Alternatively, the Appointed Technical Controller may certify the courses 
by his own survey prior to the tournament, and shall attac h that survey 

and its computer analysis showing the actual buoy locations to the 
Technical Controllerôs Report from the tournament, along with any ad-

justments which were made.  
 

15.04 Technical Controller  

(a)   Each tournament with Record Capability shall requi re a rated Technical Co n-

troller.  
 

(b)   It shall be the responsibility of the Technical Controller to determine, by m e-
thods he believes to be required under the circumstances, that the courses 

continue to be certified prior to the start of competition. The Tech nical Co n-
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troller shall continue to be responsible for the certified condition of the co m-
petition courses throughout the tournament and must sign a statement at 

the conclusion of the tournament that, in his opinion, the courses were e n-
titled to certificatio n throughout the tournament.  

 
(c)   Standards devised by the Technical Committee for the position of Technical 

Controller, along with a handbook of instructions for his guidance, may be 

considered a part of this Rule Book.  
 

15.05 Qualifications of Officials  

(a)   At  Class E tournaments, the Chief Judge shall be a Senior Judge, and  may 
serve as an event judge . The other Appointed Judges shall be either Senior 

or Regular Judges. The Chief Boat Driver shall be a Senior Driver. The Chief 

Scorer shall be a Senior Scorer. All chief officials (Chief Judge, Chief Driver, 
Chief Scorer, Chief Technical Controller and Chief Safety Director) shall be 

separate individuals.  
 

(b)   Throughout these sections where designations of judgesô classifications are 
used, judges with equivalent ra tings certified by a region or federation of the 

IWWF  as determined by the Judgeôs Committee may be used. (See Rule 
6.10.)  

 
(c)   All positions described in the rules as ñjudgesò shall be filled by Senior or 

Regular Judges.  In Class E Jumping events, one of the  two shore judges may 
be an Assistant Judge. In Class E Slalom  events, an Assistant Judge may r e-

place one of the two slalom tower judges in each tower when 5 judges are 
being used. In class E trick events an Assistant Judge or a Regular or Senior 

Driver ma y serve as a boat judge. All boat dri vers shall be Senior or Regular 

Drivers. All scorers shall be Senior or Regular Scorers. In Class E Slalom and 
Jumping events, event scorers may be Assistant Scorers . For Ranking List 

(Class L) tournaments, the majority  of the event judges (3 of 5 in Slalom, 3 
of 5 in Tricks, and 2 of 3 in Jumping) must be Senior Judges. For Class R 

tournaments, which may qualify possible world records, all of the event 
judges in Sl alom (5), Tricks (5), and Jumping (3) must be Senior Jud ges.  

 
(d)   The following minimum qualifications shall be required of other officials in the 

Slalom event:  
 

Backup Timer: Assistant Judge. Regular and Senior Drivers may be cons i-
dered Assi stant Judges for purposes of this requirement only.  

 
(e)   The following minim um qualifications shall be required of other officials in the 

Jum ping event:  

 
(1)   Meter Readers: At least one reader at each station shall be a Senior or 

Regular Judge. The other reader at each station may be selected from 
competent assi stants available.  
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(2)   Masterboard Operators: The computer shall be operated by a person 
competent at operating a computer, and supervised by a Senior or 

Regular Judge if not so qualified.  
 

(3)   Backup Timer: Assistant Judge. (Regular and Senior Drivers may be 
considered Assistant Jud ges for purposes of this requirement only.)  

 

(f)   The following minimum qualifications shall be required of other Officials in 
the Tricks event.  

 
(1)  Trick Timer:  Regular Judge  

 
(2)  Backup Timer:  Assistant Judge  

 
(g)   Officialôs Conflict of Interest: Conflicts of interest, as defined by the follo w-

ing, shall not be permitted in Record Capability or Cash Prize tourn aments.  
 

(1)  An official for an event shall have no conflict of interest with respect to 
any skier competing in that event. For this purpose ñofficialò shall in-

clude boat drivers, event judges, scorers and all secondary positions.  
 

(2)  At least one -half of the Appointed Judges shall have no conflict of inte r-

est with any skier competing in the event. If a conflict of interest e xists, 
the appointed offici al so affected shall not rule.  

 
(3)  The appointed officials to the Team Trials must have no conflict of inte r-

est with any skier competing in the Trials.  
 

(h)  A conflict of interest shall be regarded as existing if the official is:  
 

(1)   A member of the immed iate family of a contestant, to include lineal de s-
cendants and ancestors, brothers, sisters, and spouses of the contes tant 

or any of the above family members.  
 

(2)   In a position which may give the appearance of a lack of independence. 
These conflicts shall be  determined by the Chief Judge with respect to 

event officials and by the Appointed Judges with respect to the Chief 

Judge and other appointed officials.  
 

(i)   Record Capability tournaments shall require a minimum of five Appointed 
Judges in addition to the Ch ief Judge.  

 
(j)   IWWF -sanctioned Record Capability tournaments (Class L or R) must include 

one official certified by the Pan American Region and this may be one of the 
chief officials.  
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15.06 Technical Requirements  

(a)   For the Tricks event, a manually triggered  ñautomatic-countdownò timing de-

vice shall be used.  Alternatively, a video -based frame -counting d evice which 
has been approved by the Technical Committee may be used.  

 
(b)   When using a three meter system to measure jump, the  computing device 

shall be tested a gainst the benchmarks which appear in the Appendix. (see 
Rule 9.16(b))  

 
(c)   All trick passes must be videotaped from the boat or from  a shore judging 

position as designated by the Chief Judge and shall be from the same loc a-
tion during the entire event . If rev iew is required, each judge will review the 

tape individually and independently in normal speed only. (see Rules 11.20 

and 15.06(a))  
 

(d)   Slalom Requirements:  
 

(1)   End-course video shall be recorded in the Slalom event for all passes. A 
rigidly mounted video cam era shall be operated from a point on the ce n-

terline on at least one end of the slalom course, adjusted to show all of 
the boat guides in clear focus and equipped with optical (not digital) 

magnification of sufficient power to display the far entrance/exit  gate 
occupying at least 1/6th of the full width of the screen (1/3 width or 

larger is recommended). It is recommended that a radio receiver be 
placed by the recorder so that all radio transmissions are recorded on 

the audio track, that the skier's name an d speed and/or line length be 
announced on each pass, and the actual times recorded by the official 

timing devices also be announced. It is further recommended that a 

monitor be placed in the judges tower, and that this be observed by an 
official designate d by the Chief Judge for compliance with Rule 10.07 

during any critical passes involving potential records. The video tape r e-
cordings  of non - record passes (on standard size VHS cassette) shall be 

submitted to the Regions Driver Committee Represe ntative.  
 

(2)   The average of the six ñFò (skier buoy width) dimensions shall not be less 
than 11.48 meters. See the official Slalom Course Diagram in the Appendix.  

 
(3)   The judging area on each side of the course shall be located within 44 d e-

grees ± 3 degrees from the cour se centerline (rotated clockwise about a 
point at the center of the entrance gate to the left end of the course as seen 

from that observation point). If it is not feasible to place the judges' tower at 
the prescribed angle, a video camera may be mounted at  the proper angle 

and the live signal fed to a monitor in the judges' tower, so that the appr o-

priate event judge(s) can observe the gates. Judgment on the gates will be 
made by viewing the monitor. The signal will be taped so that review is 

possible.  See a lso Rule 10.08(b) for an optional method of judging slalom.  
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(e)   The ñRecord Tolerancesò shall be used in verifying boat times in the Jumping 
event only when a skier is at the maximum speed for his division. See Rule 

9.17 and the tables in the Appendix.  
 

RULE  16 -  CASH PRIZE TOURNAMENTS  
 

16.01 General  

(a)   Any and all divisions may be scheduled.  

 
(b)   A notice similar in content to the following should be printed on the entry 

form: ñUSA Water Ski hereby notifies all officials, water skiers and their 
guardians that pa rticipation as a contestant or official in a water ski show, 

exhibition, or tournament where awards of money or products are given may 

adversely affect their amateur standing in any or all sports.ò  
 

(c)   Organizers should be aware that it may be required that  cash prizes be paid 
directly to the President of the skierôs IWWF  region or to the skierôs national 

federation. Organizers must agree that upon request of any competitor or 
national federation this condition will be honored.  

 
(d)   All Chief officials (Chief J udge, Chief Driver, Chief Scorer, Chief Technical 

Controller, and Chief Safety Director) shall be separate ind ividuals.  
 

(e)  Any AWSA Club organizing a tournament with a cash prize may petition the E x-
ecutive Committee for permission to conduct the tourname nt under rules exce p-

tions. This petition, along with the entire rules exception proposal, must be 
submitted to the Executive Committee at least 21 days before the tournament, 

and must be acted upon by the Executive Committee within 7 days. Upon written 

app roval the rules exceptions must be included in the tournament announc e-
ment, and referenced in mailings to all participants. The AWSA sanction fee will 

be established by the Executive Co mmittee on an individual basis.  
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Appendix  
 

Rules Interpretations  
 
Gene ral Considerations  

 

Rule 1.02: IWWF  class events (L & R) conducted under USAWS sanctioning will 
be co nducted administratively by applying AWSA rules and applying IWWF  rules, 

where different from AWSA, in instances where skiing conditions are affected. 
The intention is that performances for consideration to be included in world ran k-

ing lists or for world records be conducted under conditions identical to events 
conducted elsewhere in the world (IE a level playing field). Some examples i n-

clude trick falls bef ore the course and waiver of conditions encountered in jump. 
Some examples of administrative rules that do not affect skiing conditions, and 

therefore AWSA rules would apply, include tie breaking rules, tow rope specific a-
tions or skier supplied allowances,  and starting line lengths. (2004)  

 
Rules 6.08 and 7.06: The results of a day's last event may be posted at the b e-

ginning of the next day (except for the final day). In this manner, the Chief Judge 
can comply with the rules while all those concerned have a  fair opportunity to v e-

rify their results. (1991)  

 
Rule 6.11 ï Judge/Scorer Emeritus: An official with an Emeritus status may 

serve as a chief official in a Class C or below tournament. (2002)  
 

Rule 7.01 ï Unfair Conditions:   Should inappropriate use of th e ñAqua Gateò 
result in a setting that the skier did not desire this shall be considered a malfun c-

tion of tournament supplied equipment. (2005)  
 

Rule 8.10(f) ï Speed Control:  If a perceptible malfunction in the speed control 
occurs during a slalom or jump pass, it is possible (irrespective of the recorded 

times) that the skier will have received an unfair advantage, and the skier shall 
be required to take a mandatory reride (2002). (See Rule 10.10(b)(3) interpret a-

tion (2003))  The 80# jump switch shall be c onsidered skier supplied equipment. 
The skier shall accept responsibility for any malfunction including those that pr o-

duce a bad time. When a bad time resulting from a malfunction occurs the jump 

shall be scored as a pass. (2005)  
 
 

Slalom  
 

Rule 10.10(b)(3)  ï Missed Times (2003)  

New rules in the Slalom event can result in "Partial Pass Protected Scores", a l-
though only in the event of a timer or speed control system failure or in the cases 

where a malfun ction of certain tournament supplied equipment has occur red.  

Examples of some of the circumstances where this concept may be applied would be:  
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Speed control malfunctions  

Dislodging of the magnet causing inappropriate speed control operation or a 

missed time in the applicable timing segment  

Towline breakage or towboat breakdown or running out of gas  

In these instances, the official identifies an earlier segment time value which is in 
tolerance, and protects that much of the score up to that point. The skier may 

then take a r eride with that score protected, or ma y accept that score and retire 

at that point. Or, if the pass had been complete, the skier may opt up, with that 
partial pass score protected also.  

A time that is merely slow does NOT  represent a speed control failure or ma l-

function of tournament supplied equipment. This provision is ONLY  to be applied 
when there is a clear IRREGULARITY  in the delivered boat speed.  

 
Tricks  
 

Rule 11.12(h) ï Toehold Stepover Tricks:   The touching of the towing foot in 
the water prior to or during the rotation of the ski while  attempting a stepover 

trick will result in no credit for the trick. However, if the towing foot touches the 
water after all rotation has been completed, credit will be given. (1999)   

 
Rule 11.16(c) -  Tournament Supplied Trick Release:  If the skier wants t o 

supply his own release but the release on the tournament -supplied towboat ca n-
not be removed, then he is no longer considered responsible for the proper fun c-

tioning of that release. If it does malfunction, he may ask and be granted a 
reride. (1992)  
 

Rule 11.18 -  Disqualification:  The intention of this rule is to assure the duties 
of the officials are not impeded and to assure fair and equitable co nditions for the 

competitor and his competitors. For example, if the release person acts in an u n-
sportsmanlike manner or in a manner whereby the officials are unable to set 

path, speed, or conduct their duties, then the skier may be subject to disqualif i-
cation. Examples of acceptable conduct include communicating with the officials 

to set speed, path or wake charac teristics. Communications with the skier, i n-

clu ding coaching, after a fall or in the 30 -second sit down, are allowable, pr o-
vided the communication does not interfere with the officials. (2001)  
 

Rule 11.21 -  Declared Trick Lists: This requirement was elimin ated in AWSA 
Tournaments starting in 2003 and by IWWF  starting in 2007. However, AWSA 

tournaments that include IWWF  class events may still require a list to be turned 
in but the list need not be adhered to. The skier shall receive credit for the tricks 

per formed that a majority of the judges credit.   
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200 9  IWWF /AWSA Rules Differences  
 

These are the most significant differences between the current IWWF  and AWSA 
rules as they apply to the running of the actual events of Slalom, Tricks, and 

Jumping, as oppos ed to the administration of a tournament. Refer to AWSA Rule 
1.01 for the use of AWSA and IWWF  rules in Class L and R tournaments.  

 
A.  General:  

 
1.   Schedule Changes ( IWWF  2.04/AWSA 2.03): AWSA Rules stipulate that all 

affected skiers or their representative s must be directly notified of any 
changes. IWWF  requires similar notification but through posting alone.  

 

2.   Use of Flags ( IWWF  8.05/AWSA 9.10(d) and 10.10(d) and (e)): IWWF  
Rules stipulate the use of red for mandatory and green for optional rerides. 

AWSA R ules no longer require flags for Slalom rerides.  
 

3.   Ties and Placement Resolution ( IWWF  13.13, 14.12 and 15.18/AWSA 
9.13(b), 9.14, 10.13(g), 10.14 and 11.14): If two or more skiers are tied for 

first after their rides, IWWF  Rules require a run -off. AWSA Rul es have add i-
tional tie breaking provisions in Slalom and Tricks (in Slalom, the faster speed 

or shortest rope length and, in Tricks, the highest single pass). For subs e-
quent medal placements, IWWF  Rules revert first back to the preliminary 

round score befo re going to a run -off, while AWSA Rules follow the same 
guidelines as for first place ties. The actual run -off procedures are the same 

for Tricks and Jumping. See below for Slalom.  
 

4.   Unfair Conditions ( IWWF  8.02/AWSA 7.01): AWSA Rules protect scores on 

an optional reride in the case of a malfunction of tournament -supplied 
equipment. IWWF  Rules do not.  

 
5.   Speed Control  ( IWWF  10.07/AWSA 8.10): IWWF  requires that a written 

record of speed control settings and changes thereto be maintained. IWWF  
requires the use  of a second display AWSA contains no such provisions.  

 
B.  Slalom:  

 
1.   Rope Length ( IWWF  Rule 14.07/AWSA Rule 10.06(c)): IWWF  Rules specify 

rope lengths starting with an 18.25m rope; AWSA Rules specify rope lengths 
starting with a 23m rope.  

 
2.   Slalom Ties  ( I WWF Rule 14.12/AWSA Rules 10.13(g) and 10.14):  

 

a.   IWWF  Rules permit as many run -offs as necessary to resolve a tie. A W-
SA Rules set a limit of two after which the official result is recorded as a 

tie.  
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b.   All IWWF  run -offs are at the last completed speed or li ne length. AWSA 
Rules stipulate that, on the second and final attempt, the tie will be run 

off at the pass in which the miss occurred.  
 

c.   If the skiers start at different line lengths and do not complete the first 
pass, but score the same number of buoys on  that first pass, IWWF  

Rules require that the skiers continue the run -off, considering that result 

a tie. AWSA Rules award first place to the skier with the higher speed or 
shorter rope length without pr oceeding to a second and final run -off.  

 
3.   Starting Ro pe Lengths ( IWWF  14.07/AWSA 10.06(d)(2): AWSA Rules allow 

the skier to start at any line length below maximum speed. IWWF  Rules do not.  
However, an interpretation from IWWF  has indicated this is permissible. Both 

permit the optional skipping of passes in initial rides and the run -offs.  
 

4.   Slalom Handles ( IWWF  Homologation Guidelines 1(e)/AWSA 10.16(d)): 
IWWF  Rules stipulate that personally furnished handles shall be measured at 

the dock immediately before skiing and remain in the custody of the tourn a-
ment o fficial. AWSA Rules contain no such requirement.  

 
5.   Handle Throws & Damaged Equipment  ( IWWF  14.15 & 8.04/AWSA 10.11 

& 10.15):  AWSA Rules no longer imply that slalom is a continuous event and 

allow handle throws and requests for damaged equipment time -outs between 
passes. IWWF  Rules have no such stipulations but do allow for similar da m-

aged equipment time -outs on passes leading to a re - ride.  
 

6.   Slow Time and Scoring ( IWWF  14.14/AWSA 10.10(b)(1)) :  At class C and 
below, AWSA allows an improvement in score on a slow time, IWWF  does not.  

 
7.   Missed Passes ( IWWF  8.02/AWSA 10.10(b)(3)): If the applicable segment 

time is missed, IWWF  treats this as a failure of tournament supplied equi p-
ment and the score is not -protected whereas AWSA treats the time as slow, 

except tha t  the skier may improve his score , may accept the highest score 
with a good applicable segment time, or receive an optional reride with a pr o-

tected score equal to the highest score with a good  applicable segment  time.  
 

8.   Scoring ( IWWF  14.07 & 14.11 /AWSA 10 .06 & 10.13): IWWF  requires the 

skier to start at maximum speed and 18.25m (unless the event judges d e-
termine otherwise), or shorter if the finals, and the skier shall receive add i-

tional buoys for the skipped (required or elected) passes. AWSA does not 
con tain these provisions.  However, IWWF  has issued an interpretation that 

they do not object to slower starting speeds, ho wever such passes are un -
scored under IWWF . 

 
C.  Tricks:  

 
1.   Practice Falls ( IWWF  15.02/AWSA 11.04(b)): Under IWWF  Rules, no pra c-

tice falls ar e allowed. The handle throw rule is the same.  
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2.   Fake Falls ( IWWF  Rule 15.02 [last paragraph]): If a majority of the event 

judges determine that the skier has fallen deliberately after the end of his 
(first) 20 -second pass, he loses the right to continue th e round. This jud g-

ment decision is to encourage the skier not to attempt such a fall at all.  
 

3.   Trick Release Use ( IWWF  15.11 /AWSA 11.16(c) and Interpretation): 

IWWF  Rules allow a reride if the tournament -supplied  release breaks. AWSA 
Rules do not.  

 
4.   Decla red Trick Lists ( IWWF  15.16): IWWF  Rules may require submission of 

trick lists. AWSA does not. If required to be submitted, neither require adh e-
rence to the list to receive credit for tricks performed if a majority of the 

judges give credit.  
 

5.   Video Review  ( IWWF  15.11/AWSA 11): IWWF  specifically states that the 
skier will not be held between passes for any video review. AWSA contains 

no such provision.  
 

6.  Six Flips ( IWWF  15.17/AWSA ï Not Applicable):  IWWF  limits the number of 
scored flips to six and AWSA doe s not.  A skier may attempt more than six 

flips under IWWF  but only the highest scoring six will be scored.  

 
D.  Jumping:   

 
1.   Helmets ( IWWF  7.09/AWSA 12.05(b)): IWWF  Rules state that the skier 

must wear a suitable helmet without further definition. AWSA Ru les stipulate 
the wearing of protective head gear with a definition of what that is and fu r-

ther recommendations, but recommendations only, and no sp ecifics.  
 

2.   Waived Reride Request ( IWWF  13.01/AWSA 9.10(f)): AWSA Rules state 
that, once a skier has taken a definite cut toward the ramp, he aut omatically 

waives any reride request regarding conditions encountered prior to the start 
of the timing course. IWWF  Rules read that, after the skier passes the 180m 

buoy, he can no longer request a reride for conditions prior to the buoy u n-
less he has thrown the handle by that time.  

 

3.   Women at .255 ratio ( IWWF  13.01 and 13.02/AWSA 9.16(c)(4)): Under 
both IWWF  and AWSA Rules, women are allowed the option of choosing e i-

ther a .235 or .255 ramp slope. AWSA Rules further stip ulate that only Open 
Women are allowed the .255 option and only if they can show a certified r e-

sult from a Record Capability tou rnament of 40m (132') on a .235 ramp.  
 

4.   Second Segment Timing  ( IWWF  13.04/AWSA 9.09): AWSA requires timing 
of the second segment  in all instances. IWWF  only requires that the 2 nd  seg-

ment speed does not exceed the division maximum when using their optional 
(fast se cond segment) method in cases where the speed is below the division 

maximum.  Additionally, effective May 1, 2008 IWWF  requires three -segment 
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timing of 52m ï 30m ï 41m , while AWSA requires reporting 3 se gment jump 
times, although using two segment timing of 82m and 41m as controlling.  

 
5.   Jump Distances and Outcomes  ( IWWF  13.11/AWSA 9.03): IWWF  requires 

the judge offer the sk ier a reride in the event the distance is not communicated 
or is miss -communicated to the skier. The reride may or may not be protected 

as determined by the judges. AWSA requires that the outcome of each jump, 

including any reride situations, be communicat ed to the skier, but does not r e-
quire the judge to offer a reride if there is a failure in this procedure.  

 
6.   Accepting Conditions Prior to the Jump Course  ( IWWF  13.01/AWSA 

9.10(f)):  Under IWWF  Rules, once the skier passes 180M (start of course 
buoy), the skier can no longer request a reride for conditions encountered 

prior to the 180m buoy. Under AWSA the skier may no longer make the r e-
quest for a reride for conditions encountered prior to the start of the timing 

course after the skier makes a definite cut  to the ramp. For conditions e n-
countered after these points in the course, the rules are the same in that a 

skier may request a reride but it is up to the event judges.  
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Officials Development Program  
Disciplinary Procedures  

 

(Judges  ̧Scorers  ̧Drivers  ̧Safety Directors  ̧Technical Controllers)  
 

With each step, written approval of two - thirds of the Appointed Judges is r e-

quired to take action against an official, and this approval must be r ecorded and 
included in the report to the appropriate entity as sp ecified below.  

 
First Offense to Be But Not Limited To:  

¶  On-site notification and warning by the Chief Judge with written report of 
action to committee chair                 

 
The record of this offense will be removed from the official's file in one year f rom 

the date of infraction provided no further offenses occur.  
 

Second Offense to Be But Not Limited To:  
¶  Letter of reprimand from the entire committee  

¶  Not officiate at the immediate next Regionals or Nationals, or both, after 
the date of the letter of re primand, with written report of action to Sport 

Division President  

 
Providing no further offenses occur, and without removing the record of this o f-

fense from the official's file, the time limit on this offense for further discipline will 
end two years from  the date of infraction.  

 
Third Offense To Be But Not Limited To:  

¶  Letter from Sports Division President  
¶  Downgrade mandatory with written report of action to Sport Division Board 

of Dire ctors  
 

Providing no further offenses occur, and without removing the  record of this o f-
fense from the official's file, the time limit on this offense for further discipline will 

end three years from the date of infraction and the official may start work from 
the beginning on the ra t ing lost.  

 

Fourth Offense To Be But Not Li mited To:  
¶ Board of Directors to vote on complete loss of Officials rating  

 
After three years from the date of infraction, the official may start over again 

with the application process at the Assistant rating level.  
 

All disciplinary procedures and action s must comply with the bylaw articles regarding 
ineligibility of participation, grievance, and due process. These procedures are not i n-

tended for the occasional honest mistake, only for those habitually breaking the rules.  
 

The following are examples of vi olations, but are not all - inclusive:  
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All Officials:  1.  not following the rules in order to enhance skier perfo r-

mance or site reputation by:  
¶ abusing any tolerance (Rule 1.12, etc.)  

¶ allowing abuse of any tolerance without reporting it or 
taking corrective action, if appropriate;  

2.   not following the rules after having been n otified of the 

problem;  
3.   not following the rules tournament after tournament;   

4.   Engaging in verbal or physical abuse of other officials or 
tournament personnel.  

Judges:  1.  m anipulating the timing in tricks to give the skier more 
or less than 20 seconds  

2.  knowing that the speed deviation was more than ½ mph 
and not granting a reride  

Scorers:  1.  intentionally giving a skier or group of skiers a better or 
worse score in any e vent or overall  

2.  manipulating the points and credits in scoring tricks to 
produce more or less points for a skier or group of 

skiers  

Drivers:   Driving to enhance skier performance with:  

¶ consistently slow times during a Slalom event with one 

or a group of skiers  
¶ a boat path consistently favoring or disfavoring one or a 

group of skiers  
¶ consistently fast times during a Jump event with one or a 

group of skiers  

Safety Directors:   Not following the rules as written in the official AWSA Tou r-

nament Safety Man ual by:   
¶ not checking skier equipment, the jump ramp or the 

starting dock  
¶ not using a safety boat and personnel as prescribed  

Tech. Controllers:   Setting up the ski site in violation of the rules to enhance 
skier performance by:  

¶ setting slalom courses t oo narrow  
¶ allowing the use of excessively long slalom towropes  

¶ allowing timing systems to be operated without prior 

checking  
¶ filling out record application forms incorrectly  

¶ setting up the ramp incorrectly  
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Tow Line Dimensions  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

    
    

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Note:  For tournament -supplied handle sections, the bridle length shall be 150 cm 
° 2.5 cm (4ô11ò ° 1ò) the triangular portion of the bridle 28 cm ± 4 cm (11 ½ " ± 

1 ½" ), and the length of the handle 30cm ± 6 cm (11 -13/16" ± 2 -3/8") (s ee d i-
agram). For skier -supplied handles in the Slalom and Jumping events, the tole r-

ance on the bridal length shall be +2.5 cm/ -10 cm (+1"/ -4) with no tolerance on 
the triangular portion of the bridle.  

 
 

A Slalom Switch or other appliance may be used to att ach the slalom towline to the 
pylon. When so used, that appliance shall be considered a part of the boat/pylon, 

may be from 0.47 to 0.51m in length, and with a recommended length of 0.50m. 
The measurements of ropes used with such a ppliances shall be 0.50m shorter than 

the values shown in this table.  
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Official Slalom Course  
 

 
 

Dim  

Metric  English  

Actual  Minimum  Maximum  Actual  Minimum  Maximum  

OA  259m  258.353m  259.648m  849'  87/ 8"  847'  73/ 8"  851'  10 3/ 8"  

A 27m  26.865m  27.135m  88'  7"  88'  15/ 8"  89'  ¼"  

B 41m  40.795m  41.205m  134'  61/ 8"  133'  10 1/ 8"  135'  2¼"  

C 29.347m  29.2m  29.494m  96'  33/ 8"  95'  95/ 8"  96'  91/ 8"  

D 47.011m  46.776m  47.246m  154'  2¾"  153'  53/ 8"  155'  1/ 8"  

E 1.25m  1.188m  1.313m  4'  1¼"  3'  10¾"  4'  3¾"  

F 11.5m  11.385m  11.616m  37'  8¾"  37'  4¼"  38'  13/ 8"  

G 1.15m  1.035m  1.265m  3'  9¼"  3'  4¾"  4'  1¾"  

H 55m  54.725m  55.275m  180'  53/ 8"  179'  6½"  181'  4¼"  

Tolerances (±)  
      ¼% on 259m    5% on E  

      ½% on A,B,C,D,H    10% on G  
1% on F  

 
At all Record Capability tournaments (E,L,R) including Regionals and Na tionals, 

boat path alignment gates consisting of cylindrical buoys (green re commended) 
of a color contras t ing to the official course buoys, and placed outside the official 

course at a distance of 55m (180ô 53/ 8ò) before the end and at either end and at 
the  1.15m (3ô 9ıò) width of the interior boat guide buoysðare mandatory. 

Where practical, their use is recommended at all other events.  
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Slalom Entrance Gate Judgment  

Right Hand Gate Buoy  

(All references are to the front foot in binding)  

 

 
 

 

Slalom Scoring Diagram  
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Tow - Pylon Specifications Diagram  
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

28 mm  

28 mm  

14 mm  

14 mm  

50.8 mm  
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Offici al Jump Course Diagram  
 

 
 

 

Jump Course Dimensions and Tolerances  

Dimensions  Tolerances  Range  

210m (688ô 11Ĳò)  1.0%  207.9m ï 212.1m (682' 1" -  695' 10 5/8")  

180m (590' 6½")  1.0%  178.2 -  181.8m (584' 7¾" -  596' 5½")  
150m (492' 1½")  1.0%  148.5 -  151 .5m (487' 2½" -  497' ½")  

100m (328' 1")   90.0 -  102.0m (301' 8¼" -  334' 7¾")  
82m (269' ¼")  0.5%  81.59 -  82.41m (267' 8¼" -  270' 4½")  

41m (134' 6¼")  0.5%  40.795 -  41.205m (133' 10" -  135' 2¼")  
4m (13' 1½")  2.5%  3.9 -  4.1m (12' 9½" -  13' 5½")  

15m (49' 2 ½")    
to ramp high center  1.0%  14.85 -  15.15m (48' 8¾" -  49' 8½")  

-  to 150m, 180m  ± .5m  14.50 -  15.50m (47' 6¾" -  50' 10¼")  

10m (32' 9¾")  2%  9.8 ï 10.2m (32' 1¾" -  33' 5½")  

 
 

The ramp must be parallel to the jump course and slightly open. The toleranc e 
for standard jumping is between +1.00 degrees and +2.50 d egrees open, with 

+2.00 reco mmended.  Open means that the high end of the ramp is turned away 
from the jump course while the center of the high end remains on the 15m d i-

mension.  

 
The 15 MT buoy may  be sunk below ½ of its volume. However, it must be clearly 

visible.
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Ramp Setting Chart  
 

Scale: one small division= ¼ inch  

  
Metric measurements in ( )  

 

Length  
 
Instructions:   For any particular ramp setting, a combination of HEIGHT at top 

edge and LENGT H out of water enclosed within the solid line is allowable. A co m-
bination that lies on the dotted line is the most desirable. Record Capability sta n-

dards of ± .003 in ratio are indicated by narrower areas above. Note: Some Open 
Women may qualify to jump on  a .255 ramp, see Rule 9.16c(4).  

 
























